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Time has flown: it is already over 12 months since our last reunion and it is now 
only  two months until the next.  Members will recall that we decided to delay 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Bomber Command Memorial at the end of June and the Olympics in July and 
August.  Like me, some of you will already have visited the new Memorial, and 
most impressive it is too.  The attention to detail on the seven aircrew figures is 
staggering, and the overall design and construction fits in well with its location 
on the edge of Green Park, almost opposite the RAF Club.  No 214 Squadron 
Association was present at the dedication in the person of our President, Sir 
Michael Beetham, who is also President of the Bomber Command Association 
and was thus very much involved in all of the work leading up to the creation of 
the Memorial.  Committee members Peter Walker and Jock Whitehouse were 
also there on the day.  When I visited two days after the dedication, there was a 
sizeable crowd thronging the area in and around the Memorial, and it is obvious 
that it has generated considerable interest in Bomber Command and those who 
served in it.  If you are able to make it, I would strongly recommend a visit. 
 

9ƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ bƛƎƘǘƧŀǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 
at the Maids Head Hotel in Norwich.  You will also see that we have arranged to 
visit Blickling Hall on the Sunday morning to view the museum recording the 
history of RAF Oulton and the squadrons based there, which has recently moved 
to a larger room at Blickling.  We also hope to visit the rooms in the Hall used as 
dormitories by No 214 Squadron aircrew, which we believe will be of interest to 
veterans and to the families of those who served on the Squadron at that time.  
All we ask is that those who can offer a lift to Blickling or who require a lift to 
Blickling please complete the relevant proforma and return it to John Gulliver, 
together with your choices from the menu for the meal on the Saturday night. 

 

Finally, some of you may remember my request for those who served on the Squadron, whether during the war or in the 
post-war years, to put pen to paper and send their recollections of life on the Squadron to the Association, supported 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΣ WƻŎƪ ²ƘƛǘŜƘƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳprehensive listing 
ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ Ψ{ǘƻƻΩ ²ŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
photographs of his time on the Squadron in the late 1960s.  And that is almost it!  I can only assume that, like me, most of 
you arel tied up with a variety of other pressing demands on your time, and that you are waiting for the long winter nights 
before embarking on recording your memories of No 214 Squadron.  I can only encourage you to make the effort and 
write down your experiences so that we can collect them together as part of the No 214 Squadron archive.  Do not worry 
that what you remember seems routine and unremarkable.  When recording the history of the RAF and its squadrons, it is 
just as important to record day-to-day happenings as it is to record the major events.  In the last Nightjar, I made some 
suggestions on possible topics related to the post-war era: What was it like to operate in Kenya against the Mau-Mau?  
What was it like to be on QRA?  What was it like to service nuclear-armed aircraft?  What was it like to tank Lightnings to 
{ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊǎ ƻǊ ±ŀƭƛŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜǊǎƛŀƴ DǳƭŦΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
experiences, they will be lost to future generations.  An excellent example of what we are looking for is contained in the 
article on No 214 Squadron in Kenya starting on Page 10.  {ƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅ ς get writing. 
 

Alan Mawby 
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214 Squadron Website 
IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE WEBSITE ADMINISTRATORS 

 
Due to circumstances beyond our control we are unable to continue to run this 

website for the foreseeable future. 
Please do not send emails to the website as they will not be answered. 

When we are able to resume administering the website, we will announce it here. 
If you have already sent an email, these will be retained and answered when we can. 

 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

 
John and Carol Edwards 

7 May 2012  

I have talked to John, and he explained why he and Carol are unable to administer the website at 
the moment.  They will be getting it up and running again as soon as they possibly can. 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ Topics 
I have been looking at establishing a PayPal account for those of you who live overseas and find it 
difficult in paying your subs in ǎǘŜǊƭƛƴƎΦ  L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǎƻ L ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ 
this on hold until John and Carol can get back to the website and we can put the right link in place. 
In the meantime I thank all of you who have paid for this year, and remember that I am happy to 
send you a form to pay through a standing order should you wish. 

The annual subscription is still £10 per year 
 

John Gulliver 

100 Group Association 
Standard 

Funded by 
Peter Witts 

Photo: John Stubbington 

Bomber Command Memorial - London 
Photo:   Alan Mawby 

214 Squadron Standard 
Ely Cathedral 

Photo:   Shaun Broaders 
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The aŀƛŘΩǎ Head Hotel - Norwich 

The Costs:  
Rooms:    £45 per person, per night (£20 single occupancy supplement) inc. breakfast 
Dinner:    £30 per person 

 
Dinner Menu: 
  To Start:  Tomato Soup, rosemary bread 
     Warm game pie, pickled cabbage, and pear 
     Salmon and crayfish salad 
 
  Main Course:  Honey and mustard glazed Ham hock, bubble and squeak rosti 
     Grilled Lemon Sole, celeriac fondant, green salad 
     Savoy cabbage, cheddar and potato torte 
 
  To Finish:  Plum crumble, frangipan, star anise ice cream 
     Passion Fruit and orange set in elderflower jelly, ginger sorbet 
     British cheeses, oatcakes and chutney 
      

Timings: 
  AGM:   Saturday - 1600 hrs   
  Dinner:  Saturday - 1900 for 1930 
 

Blickling Hall: Sunday morning - There will be a special tour of Blickling Hall for 
our Association visiting areas not available to the general public. 

 
Please let us know if you can offer transport to anybody without a car or if you 

require transport to the hall. 

     

There are 2 booking forms included with your Nightjar.  The first 
should be returned to tƘŜ aŀƛŘΩǎ IŜŀŘ IƻǘŜƭ ōȅ 14th September. 
The second should be sent to the Treasurer so that we can cross -
check bookings with the hotel, and arrange the visit to Blickling 
Hall 
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HISTORIAN'S REPORT 
 

Sept Saulx.    Margaret and John Deacon report that during a European touring holiday their grandson and 
his fiancée visited the Church at the above French village (you may recall from previous N/J articles, that 
Margaret is the sister of Sgt Dutton the air-bomber of No.214 Squadron 'Stirling' EF331 which crashed 
nearby in 1943) and saw that the seven headstones and their surrounds remain well cared for including a 
propeller blade which was from the aircraft and positioned behind the seven graves. John has also 
obtained a little more information about loss of the 'Stirling' which looks to have been the fourth victim of 
Oblt Kurt Fladrich flying the Bf 110 of 9/NJ54. 

John Hoskin.    My last report included a 'phone chat I had with John which in the event sadly proved to be 
our last. (See Obituaries) However, I have been pleasantly surprised to be contacted (via Peter) by Peter 
Nixey the son of Sqn Ldr Peter Nixey DSO one of John's favorite characters with whom he flew on many air 
tests, but who was killed in action in June 1942. Peter is very keen to hear more of his father's time with 
the squadron - so work to do!  We already know that close relatives of Sgt. Buckley, one of the crew also 
killed, attended the Memorial unveiling in 2009. 

Association wreath.   Since 2009, a 'summer' wreath has been laid on our memorial at Alrewas but with 
Norwich replacing Derby as the reunion venue this year other arrangements had to be made. I had hoped 
to lay our wreath in early June, being at the Arboretum to join some old ex-RAVC 'dog men' associates to 
see a plaque which we had funded to mark our service days as dog handlers/trainers 'long ago in Singapore 
' after which we were to head for Melton Mowbray for our reunion. Unfortunately appalling weather in 
East Anglia early on in the day deterred me from making a long wet trip and although others more 
westwards managed the visit, I held off until lunchtime before leaving directly for Melton. However, Bob 
Froggart (Midlands based) has agreed that I can mail the wreath to him for it to be laid when better 
conditions prevail. Interestingly, our own small reunion included a visit to the Canine Training School (our 
old War Dog Training School) where we enjoyed a very informative afternoon being updated on the 
modern training methods and requirements of today's Military Working Dog. Very different to our ancient 
code of: 'Attack, bite/hold and ask questions afterwards'! The varied operational potential of military dogs 
is now quite staggering only achieved by long and dedicated training and we were quite surprised to see 
that a high percentage of the training staff, were members of the RAF Police. It is all about service co-
operation and integration now. We left, highly impressed with the work and very appreciative of the huge 
budget lift necessary to provide improved facilities (e.g. a range of superb kennels) and we thought that for 
once 'those in charge of military spending' had got it right. Good dogs are desperately sought after but 
there is a huge waiting list to join this arm of the forces! 

All being well, Association wreaths will be laid as usual in November at both Stradishall and Chedburgh. 

 
RAF Stradishall.    The 500 acres of the old flying area has now been 'bought back' by the farming family 
who once had to relinquish it for 'an airfield'.  The purchaser's late father one of the patrons of the 
original RAF Stradishall Memorial Trust, was the brother of Sue Ryder who ran one of her famous homes 
in nearby Cavendish.  Local opinion was that the land would simply return to farming but apparently not 
so, as we hear of more interesting proposals, including developing part of the land for public access. A 
local meeting is due to take place, and it may be that some historical aspect might feature. 'You can't 
keep an old airfield down'. Details to follow. 
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Old photographs.    In a letter to me, Vic Pheasant mentioned that whilst visiting the well - known 'Flying 
Fortress' pub at Rougham near Bury St. Edmunds, actually built on one of the original technical sites of the 
old American 94th Bomb Group (B17s) he was surprised to see amongst the mainly American aviation 
memorabilia in the building, a photograph of No.214 Squadron in front of a B 17 at Oulton. I suspect that 
this was placed there some time ago either by Bill Doy or by locals, Jimmy and Hazel Southgate. 

John Gurney.    John an ex-214 co-pilot and dedicated 'steam-ōǳŦŦΩΣ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
the incident in 1937 when a squadron 'Harrow', on its landing approach to Radlett, neatly removed the 
roof of the dining car of the 10.25 LMS St. Pancras - Manchester express.  The squadron was converting to 
the type at the time and fortunately the ferry crew on board only suffered a few cuts and bruises from 
their unexpected forced landing. Other than shock, the train passengers suffered no harm but if the point 
of impact had been marginally lower there would probably have been a de-railment with certainly 
fatalities and the chance of such a collision happening would be very hard to calculate! 

Local Interest.    Over the years we have seen 'waves' of interest in aviation history probably influenced by 
family research, the 'Web', TV programmes (of various qualities) and such projects as the Bomber 
Command Memorial.  One other aspect is the interest of people moving into localities close to ex-
operational airfields.  After many years of giving illustrated talks etc. I thought I could really 'hang up my 
projector': but there is no escape.  Last year I prepared a small pictorial exhibition (RAF Stradishall) for a 
Stradishall village historical weekend which proved successful but instinct told me not to dismantle the 
material, and sure enough has come the request from Wickhambrook (also close to the old airfield) for a 
similar display on their historical weekend. Fortunately I needed only to alter a few headings. In September 
I have been asked to give a talk on RAF Chedburgh (for the newer arrivals who have no idea of wartime life 
in the village). 

Bomber Command Memorial.    Peter and I hope to be able to attend this important and long overdue 
function in some capacity but just to 'be there' on the day and have a chance to see the memorial and 
hopefully enjoy the fly-past will suffice. 

Sqn Ldr Phil Lamason. DFC RNZAF.    You may have read the recent obituary to Phil Lamason who not only 
had remarkable career as a bomber pilot flying with both Nos. 218 and 15 Squadrons but was later 
influential in saving a large number of Allied aircrew, including himself, illegally confined in the infamous 
Buchenwald Camp and destined for certain extermination. Although not of 214 Squadron, Phil served as a 
Flight Commander on No.1657 HCU at Stradishall and with other ex-operational men such as our own late 
Bob Hooke, provided vital training to aircrew prior to them joining their own squadrons including of 
course a number destined for 214.  I was fortunate to have shared the hospitality of Phil and his wife Joan 
both here and in New Zealand and as a 'green' researcher listened in 'amused amazement' at the exploits 
of the 'Wild Colonials' at Stradishall. 

214 Were There:    Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ Ψ{ŀƭǳǘŜ .ƻƳōŜǊ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘΩ όwƻȅŀƭ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ κ YŜȅ 
Publishing Ltd, and an excellent read) No 214 Squadron, as might be expected by its years in Bomber 
Command, is well featured with mention of its time with Wellingtons at Feltwell in 1939, right up to its 
Valiant years at Marham in 1963.  Pictures of Stirling BU-A (R9358) and Fortress BU-W also appear, but a 
fascinating inclusion is a plan of the complex airborne counter-measures on 5/6 June 1944 designed to 
ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ!./Ω ǎƻǊǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ нмп 
{ǉƴΩǎ CƻǊǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ млм {ǉƴΩǎ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜΦ  [ƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴǎ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
they would fly together again albeit in a very different role to their bombing days together at Stradishall in 
the summer of 1942. 

 

Jock M Whitehouse 
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Jock Whitehouse and Painting 

Eileen Tuxford & John Foot 

Diane Mawby  Olive Foot  Bob Tuxford

Bob Tuxford  Alan Mawby  Geoff Barrell  Ψ{ǘƻƻΩ ²ŀǊƛƴƎ  Jock Whitehouse 

Peter Walker Sir Michael Beetham John Foot 

Lunch with our President 
In April this year MRAF Sir Michael Beetham and Lady Beetham joined a number of our members and their 
wives for lunch at the Hare Arms, Stow Bardolph, in Norfolk.  A similar lunch was held last year, but, at the 
last minute, Sir Michael, on doctor's orders, was unable to attend.  Here are some photographs of the 
event courtesy of Bob Tuxford.  
 

Not on the Menu! 
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Lƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƳ 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƛƭȅ ¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ 

²ƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ϥaŀŎΩ CǳǊȊŜ 
²ƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ϥaŀŎΩ CǳǊȊŜΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŘƛŜŘ ŀƎŜŘ уоΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ /ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊ ōƻƳōŜǊ ǇƛƭƻǘΣ 
competed in the London to Christchurch Air Race and was involved in trials of the British 
airborne nuclear weapon. 

 

 

CǳǊȊŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ мфрпΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ w!C ŎǊŜǿǎ ǎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 
flight over the Soviet Union.  A similar mission had been successfully undertaken in 1952, under the 
command of Squadron Leader John Crampton, and Furze was selected to accompany Crampton as his co-
pilot on the second spying sortie.  Three aircraft took off late on the evening of April 28 and headed for the 
Kattegat, off Denmark, over which they refuelled from airborne tankers. Crampton, Furze and their 
navigator flew the longest of the three routes, penetrating 1,000 miles into southern Russia to gather radar 
and photographic intelligence on 30 targets.  ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ŀƛǊ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
had detected them and fighters were scrambled to intercept.  As Crampton and Furze approached Kiev it 
was clear that accurate anti-aircraft fire was being directed at them and, after a near miss, they turned 
immediately to return.  They took the shortest route, at maximum speed, out of Soviet airspace and so 
were unable to rendezvous with their airborne tanker.  Very short of fuel, they landed at a US airfield in 
southern Germany.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  


