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Contents: It is now nearly six months since a dedicated group of members of the Association,
] R many accompanied by their wives, met at the Maids Head Hotel in Norwich on 6
1 Chairmanos L& ocpoberfor the 2012 Reunion. Sadly, for the finstetiat such events, there was
i not a single wartime member of the Squadron present, a telling indicator of the

2 el effects ofAnno Domini As can be seen from the Minutes elsewhere in this edition

3 AGM - 2012 of I\_Iightjar., t_he Anr\ual General Meeting pas_sed off without any difficu!ties, the
major decision being to hold the 2013 Reunion at the Hallmark Hotel in Derby, so
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i storiands H . . .

Memorial Arboretum at Kkewas. Further details of this event are on page

9 In Memoriam
In the evening, the Reunion Dinner was held in the Oak Room, a venue more

10 214 Sqgn in Shallufa - 1951 | suited to our reduced numbers than the Minstrel Room of a few years ago. In
addition to the Association members and theives who attended, we were

13 Sgn Ldr C L Gilbert honoured to have as our guest Mrs Joskyl Brackley, a dauiyhiaw of Air

Commodore H G Brackley CBE DSO DSC, the first Squadron Commander of No 14
Squadron RNAS/No 214 Squadron RAF. Members will recall that we are much
indebtSR G2 aNhBR . NIO1ftSe FyR KSNJ azy t | dz

14 Ready for Contact

18 T Topi - . . . .
reasurers topics Association of 230 copies Bfacklesthe published biography of her fathér-law.
19 Sar e tKSaS ¢SNB GKSy az2fR (2 NIAasS TFdzyRa U
Memorial Fund and th®AF Benevolent Fund. After the meal, Jock Whitehouse
20 2013 Reunion & AGM gave atimely talk on the wide range of published and unpublished historical
material relating to the Squadron that already exists in public and private
Enc  Reunion Booking Forms collections.

On the Sunday morning, a substiahnumber of us made our way to Blickling Hall,
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being given the privilege of a tour of the servants quarters in the attics that wereassbddrooms and dormitories by

the aircrew of No 214 Squadron in 1944/5. It was apparent that the accommodation was extremely basic, and probably
very cold in winter. However, what the aircrew lacked in comfort they evidently made up for with highdpixjiloits

Of AYOAY3I ONR&aa (GKS NR2Fa 2F GKS | Iffo hyS 2F GKS 68
by the late Squadron Leader Bob Davies, whom many of us remember, when he was serving as a flight commander on t
Squadron.Our thanks go to Peter Walker and Shaun Broaders for making the arrangements with the National Trust.

Which brings me back to my hobbprsec 4t KS NB O2 NRAY 3 | yR LINB a S NBDsulijectzhgt | 2 F
raised at the 2011 Reunion andtire subsequent editions of thilightjar. | was pleased to see that the Summer 2012
Nightjarcontained an excellent example of the type of material | believe we should be recardingll illustrated article

by Peter Brown relating his experiences ofvagg with No 214 Squadron in Kenya in 1954. And there is another article
from Peterin this edition, plus one from GeoffBarell {2 AFX fA{1S YS3 @&2dz KI @S y2i
adF3Ss LX SHrasS R2y Qi I aaghad witkr asimiiazaycSudtyoSou:fgét Sut ypurtapior I £ N.
whatever, and start typing!

Finally, if you are debating whether to come to the Reunion in Derby in October, please make determined effort to join us
,2dzNJ / 2YYAGGSS @assdciativh afivé and té orgarSs telinidrfs for as long as it remains feasible. But we
do need YOUR support. So put the weekend of 5/6 October in your diary and complete and send off the booking forms
NOW!

Alan Mawby



On behalf of the members of No 214 (FMS) Squad
Association, the Committee sends its congratulatio
and best wishes to Marshal of the Royal Air Force
Sir Michael Beetham GCB CBE DFC AFC FRAeS
occasion of his ninetieth birthday on 17 May 2013.

V-Force Reunion

17/18 May 2014
Newark Air Museum Nottinghamshire
Seewww.vforcereunion.co.ukfor details

Bomber Command Clasp

The Government has announced the award of a '‘Bomber Command' clasp to qualifying
aircrew. The clasp is to be worn on the ribbon of the 12995 Star. Living Bomber
Command veterans and the widows of Bomber Command aircrew will be first in line to
receivethe clasp. Other next of kin are also able to apply and will receive their clasp sho
after the veterans.

Details of eligibility and an application form can be foundratw.veteransuk.info.
Alternatively véerans and next of kin can call the MoD Medal Offic®8457 800 900
(local call rate).

Help

| have received a request from Bob Macket who is the son of our late member Flt Lt Bol
Macket DFRCARNd who has joined the association:

Wdm an avid reader of RAF Bomber Command activities especially focused on the Eurg
GKSFGNB I OGA2ya RAZNAYy3 22LLd L Y GNRBAY
(Bomber Command Profile no. 71). | was hopeful that either you, or someone in the
association, could direct me to a source where | could purchase a copy of this profile. |
0S Y2al FLILINBOAIFIGAGS 2F ye |aaradal yos

If you can help Bob please let me know and | will put you in touch with him.
John



http://www.vforcereunion.co.uk/
http://www.veterans-uk.info/

No 214 (FMS) SQUADRON ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT THE MAIDS HEAD HOTEL, NORWICH, ON SATL
OCTOBER 2012

Committee present: Wing Commander Alan Mawby Chairman
John Gulliver Treasurer
JockWhitehouse Historian
Roy Monk
Vic Pheasant
Peter Walker Secretary

And 10 members.

1. [ KF ANVl yOa 2SSt 02YSo®

The Chairman welcomed all the members attending and especially the new members attending for the first time:
Mrs Gail Elliott and Mrs Laura Papworth, daughters of former member and regular attendee at reunions Bob Butler,
who died on 16 July 2012.

2. Apdogies.

Apologies for absence had been received from: MRAF Sir Michael Beetham, ACM Sir Anthony Skingsley, AVM Eri
Macey, Gp Capt Peter Hill, John and Carol Edwards, John Gurney, Sylvia & Maurice Harding (Australia), Gerhard &
Sissie Heilig, Paul Henkrs Joan Hughes, H (Peter) Jowett, Graham Spaxman, Don Walter, Stuart Waring, Maurice
Webster, David (Tug) Wilson, John Wynne.

3. In Memoriam.

The names of members of the Association and former members of the Squadron whose deaths had been reported
sine the last reunion in July 2011 were read out:

Roy Howard 4 Apr 2011 Age 89 (Stirling/Fortress nav/bomb aimer 1943/5)
George Cox 19 Jul 2011 Age 87 (Stirling/Fortress flight engineer)

Sqgn Ldr Kenneth Bettles DFC 23 July 2011 Age 90 (Fortress pilot)

Georg Leete 12 Oct 2011 Age 86 (Lancaster Nav/Obs 1946)

W W (Bill) Doy DFC 28 Nov 2011 Age 95 (WOpAG)

Peter Witts Nov 2011 Age 95 (Fortress air gunner)

Wg Cdr Bob McAlastair Furze AFC on 4 Dec 2011 Age 83 (Valiant pit61.1956
W G M (Bill) Foskett 21 Dec 20(@Stirling/Fortress nav/bomb aimer/air gnr 1943/4)
Bill Philips 10 Jan 2012 Age 94 (Stirling rear gunner 1942/3)

Bob Maclktt RCAF 22 Feb 2012 (Stirlinigpl943/4)

John Hoskin Apr 2012 Age 94 (engine fitter Wellington/Stirling)

Peter Simmonds 6 May 2RAge 75 (Victor navigator 1966/9)

Mary Jukes May 2012 (Wife of Bertie Jukes)

Bob Butler 16 July 2012 Age 88 (LAC engine fitter 1943/5)

4, Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Hallmark Hotel, Derby on 9 July 2011.

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Hallmark Hotel, Derby on 9 July 2011 were published in the
Winter 2011/2012Nightjar. No comments had been received. Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Roy
Monk and seconded by Geoff Barrafid passed unanimously.

5. Matters Arising.

There were no Matters Arising that were not covered by Agenda ltems.



6. [ KIEANXYIYQEa wSL2NIo®

The Chairman stated that there was little of significance to report. Apart from the production bligihdjar and
GKS 1T AaG2NRAIYyQa | OGAQGAGASEAS GKAOK g2dd R 06S NBLRZ2NISR
arrangements for this reunion.

7. ¢ NBI adzZNBENR&a wSL}2 NI o

The Treasurer summarised the income and expenditure for the year to the end of 201loas isethe accounts

(see separate sheet). He reported that the current financial situation was sound and that the annual subscription of
£10 would be adequate for the foreseeable future. Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by John Brown and
secondedby Bertie Jukes and carried unanimously. Thanks were given to Vic Pheasant for once again auditing the
accounts.

8. { SONB{FNEQA wSLZ2NI®

The Secretary reported that he had dealt with a few family enquiries over the past twelve months and, with the help
of Jock Whitehouse, had found most of the answers to the information requested. The latest enquiry had come
from Brazil and concerned a Brazilian national named Werner John Hein who served as a Stirling pilot on No 214
Squadron and was killed in actiondane 1943.

9. | AAG2NRAFYQa wSLER2 NI @
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expanded version of this report will appear in the Spring 20itjar.

10. Election of Officers

Of the existing Committee members, Roy Monk expressed a wish to retire with effect from this Annual General
Meeting. Nothing had been heard from Godfrey Moffatt prior to the Annual General Meeting and his wishes were
not known. However, the remainingembers of the Committee were all willing to serve for a further year. Given
that the major effort required for the creation and installation of the Squadron memorial at Alrewas was now well
past, it was considered that a smaller Committee would be aat#et The reelection of the six remaining

members of the existing Committee was proposed by Bertie Jukes and seconded by Geoff Barrell and was passed
unanimously. Thanks were extended to Roy Monk for his valuable contribution to the Association ovdrex of

years. From the date of this Meeting, the Committee thus comprises:

Chairman Wg Cdr Alan Mawby
Treasurer John Gulliver

Historian Jock Whitehouse
Member Shaun Broaders
Member Vic Pheasant
Secretary Peter Walker

11. Options for the 201Reunion.

Following on from discussions at the two previous Reunions, the general consensus was that the 2013 Reunion
should be held in Derby so that the weekend could include a visit to the Squadron Memorial at the National
Memorial Arboretum at AlrewasSubject to availability of hotel accommodation, it was considered that early

October would be the most suitable date. Although no decision was taken on 2014, it was suggested that a return
Norwich would be an obvious possibility.

12. Any Other Businsgs.

There being no other business, the Chairnfzanked all those present for attending the meeting, and the meeting
was declared closed.



No. 214 (FMS) SQUADRON ASSOCIATION

2011 INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS

Expenditure

No. 1 Account

Income
Subscription/Donations £795.00
Sales £0.00
Other £0.00
Memorial Appeal £0.00
Brackles £0.00

£795.00

1°' January 2011 Opening Balanc

31% December 2011 Closing Balanc

Change on year

23 March 2012

Donations

Printing

Stationery

Postage

Telephone

Travel

Annual Reuniorn Contribution
Dedication

Wreaths

Committee Expenses
Web Site

Misc

Bank
Cash
Bank
Cash

This is to certifyghat | have completed an audit of the

2011

Total Funds
£2,630.26

£2,491.22

-£139.04

Original Signed

J GULLIVER

Treasurer

Accounts of No 214(FMS) Squadron Association and found them

to be a true and accurate record

1 Oct 2012

Original Signed

V A PHEASANT

£0.00
£125.00
£20.00
£177.72
£0.00
£0.00
£214.00
£0.00
£75.00
£222.57
£72.47
£27.28
£934.04



HISTORIAN'S REPORT

This is a updatedversion of that presented at the Annual General Meeting on 6 October 2012

1 Following the Chairman's request for material relating to 'time on 214', we have repbawesjraphs and
recollections from lain Robertson a regwnner on Lincolns at Upwoodndin Kenya, and a nice selection of
photographs from Gerry Crombie of various tanker exerarsaisly with Lightnings. Hopefully more members
will be inspired to trawl their 'archives'.

2 Martin Cole (Tenerife), a keen follower of 'things 214" ftvagarded some interestingiaterial on the
career of George Wright the highly respected Adjutant of WW?2 . OriginitingGodalming, Martin

contacted Charterhouse School to see if they had any inform&ewrge. Their response was a fascinating
resume of his time there highlighting that he wasoanstanding sportsman (virtually Test Match cricket
standard). The full summary appearsaeseparate articleMartin also asked for help in identifying Squadro
aircrew in the wetknown photograpliaken at Stradishall in 1942, but which had never been accurately dated.
However, Martirunknowingly solved this via an entry in Station Records which stated that: ‘as the runways
were still unserviceable, No.214 Sduan had its photograph taken' giving the date as Atigust. There was
certainly a gap in operational flying at this time. (This photograpieistioned later). Many thanks to our

man in the Atlantic!

3 Peter and | attended the unveiling of the BlmnCommand Memorial in Green Park, London on a VERY
hot 28 June, and as ticket holders we had hopefully anticipated sés@wyhole show, but on being seated
soon realised that between us and the memorial, afiian a group of trees was a massive T\éasgr So of

the event we saw nothing LIVE exc@atrol Vorderman and John Sergeant, but of course were very grateful
to have been there osuch a memorable day. We did manage to have a few words with Roy Monk,
spottedamongst the masses. Ironically, mgughter, as a noticket holder moved freely andomfortably
around in the shade of the trees lining Constitution Hill, and in fact saw far tnarewe did, especially the
approach of the Lancaster which arrived unannounced foamind those seated, witthe poppies drifting

well away from the Park due to a stiff breeZ2ue to the crowds Peter and | decided that it would be better
to get a closer look at the memorial at some other time, whilst at the same time agreeing that the trip had
been wellworth the effort.

4 | made my second visit just two weeks later when down for the Annual Exhibition@fifldeof Aviation
Artists held at the Mall Galleries, and not too far away from GreenWwhaith while crossing, picked up
few poppies! | took time adire the whole structureespecially the truly stunning sculptures depicting 'A
. 2Y0SNI / NBEgQ | YR tasevaral of thengany ivigitdrsl obi@uslydniptessed, including one
lady to whom it was altery relevant for as a young girl she Hagd through the London Blitz. When 1 left
there was one more wreath in place; | had taken one in remembrance of the bomber squadiwik at
Stradishall and Chedburgh, not least of course No 214.

5 Due to our 2012 Reunion being held in Norwich there was no 'official' way of lay\sg@giation wreath
at the National Arboretum, but our willing Midlanders, Bob and Hidaygart did the honours after | had
posted a wreath on to themour thanksto them. As usuain November, Association wreaths were laid at
both Stradishall and Chedburgh memoriaigl it was pleasing to see a good turnout of folk including our
friends from the Bury SEdmunds Branch of RAFA.

6 With a number of the 'newerhhabitants of Chedburgh now expressing an interest in the aviation history
of their village, a special event was planned for Saturday 20 October, clagsémyas near the 70th
Anniversary of the opening of the airfielécortunately the day wafine forthe many who took the chance

to have a look around the old flying area (permissimaly given by the two landowners who farm the land)
and although most of the buildindgve long gone (control tower still complete) for those who recognised
the 'clues'the locations of old dispersals and runways could still be pickedIcwlped with a
comprehensive exhibition in the Village Hall for the afternoon and in the evening gdide ghow
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covering RAF Chedburgh 19¥246. (Plenty about 214) h
concluson | said that it was likely to be my last such talk and
along with our local hero 'Frankel who had run and won his
last race on the same day | would also be retiring, although
there was little chance of my thinking of following him in HIS
new career (fghly prized stud!) In fact NO chance all!

It all proved very successful, culminating with members of
the local office of the RAF Benevolent Fund coming up to
collect a worthwhile cheque, the small ceremony taking pla
in front of the Chedburgh MemoriaPat Fisher, a long standin
supporter of the Chedburgmemorial activitieswhen
interviewed by the local Presshose to hold the No.214
Squadrorbadge when potographed, the picture duly
appearing in the local paper. | came away Wt very Margaret Robson, 'Dinty’ Moore and
interesting publications handed to me by a lady (they had Clarice Clarke.

belonged to her latéather) so given time | could one day Nurse, 214 Pilot and Driver
claim to understand all the workings of théampire'.

Chedburgh Reunion.

Last together in an ambulance taking
a badly burned 'Dinty’ to hospital.
9 March 1943
after his crash near Chedburgh.
Seen behind is a large piece of Dinty's
Stirling which had been used as a culve
cover for many years.

Pat Fisher and the No.214 Squadron
badge.
Reproduced by kind permission of the
East Anglian Daily Times

7 Peter was contacted by a gentleman in Brazil trying to glean as much informatimssible on a

Flt LtWerner Hein whoin spite of his name, had been a Stirling captain o2 NbSquadron at Chedburgh
Sadlyhe waskilled in action on 23 June 1948hd ironicallyover Germanylt is very likely that he was from
one of the many European families who tadjinally settled in South America, although | believe that
tracing this actual family igroving difficult. However, we forwarded as much information as possible
including pictureof the graves of the crew who rest in the Reichswald Forest CemdDemefforts have been
greatly appreciated.

8 Via John, | have been in contact with the Rev. Noel Baker who is seeking informadioiastralian
relative who served as a pilot in the Royal Australian Air Forceadied several postingflew with the
Australian N0.460 Squadrosadly losing his life in 194nterestingly however, P/0 Colin Gilbert was on
No0.214 Squadron in 1938 flying Harrofnam Feltwell and we had hoped to find him on the pilot's g
on one of the twgphotographs we have, butnfiortunately all three Australian officers present are wearing
their dark blue uniforms and sporting identical moustach@sit our help has been appreciated.

9 | was pleasantly surprised to receive a letter from Liz, the daughter of our late dewa R JamesLiz

is now retired and trying to trace some of Ron's material which seemwagtyhanded to an unidentified
source some time aga only knew Ron for a relatively short time when we happily traded off '214 material’
each helping the other ith our respective projects. As the 100 Group Museum might be able to help, | have



put Liz in touch with Petert is also god to know that Ron's widow Wis well and she sends her best
wishes.

10 For the modellers amongst us, Roy and Peter report that there is now a conversicavpéakle for the
recent 'Airfix' Valiant kit, enabling the bomber version to be convertedtamker model. Unfortunately214
Squadron decalare notincluded.

11 Whilst seeking information for a friend whose uncle had been lost on N0.102 Squadfdune 1942

(the second 1,000 Bomber Raid: on Bremen) | just chanced to recognise a familiar if unusual name amongst
the OTU crews taking part, namely that of S¢ B”halempinone of four RCAF members of the crew of

Sgt. R W Davisor.raining withNo.22 OTU at Wellesbourne Mountford they were flying aweary

Wellington whose fudianks had been repaired after suffering damaged on the first 1,000 raid tor@coigw
daysprevioudy. Returning home, they were forced to ditch 60 miles off Yarmouth but luckilyediive

crew were safely rescuedraining complete, the crew plus the two extra needednan a heavy bomber

were posted to Chedburgh in October4d but here luck deserted thefor they were to become the first
Stirling crew of No.214 Squadron to be lost sinceSlqe@adron had recently moved over from Stradishall,
going down on 13 October near Kiel.

BLICKLING HALL HISTORY
An obituary appearing ithe BPaily Telegraph' on Saturday 9 February was for Florévedlow aged 100
years. This lady had spent much of her early life in 'service&géocak/housekeeper in several of the
great houses including Blicklindall 19361939 and the brief story of the work place in those days is
fascinating. The National Trust is workingeéareate how some of the staff rooms would have looked then,
and last year Florence wasvited back to see 'her room' (one or two correxis to be made!). Those lucky
enough tohave visited Blickling on the Sunday of Reunion, will recall being shown that verywbarh, at
some time would have also been occupied by an RAF officer (214?pcthpancy by the RAF during
the war was also meioned in the writeup.
GEORGWRIGHT
details via Martin Cole and the' Charterhouse School Register'
WRIGHT, GEORGE ALEXANDER. b 15.3.94. 3rd son of Edward Fortescue WHiglig€dmites boarding
house. Long Quarter (spring term) 1988mmer Quarter 1. 1st Xctricket (Capt); rackets pair winner.
Rubber Planter, Malaya 1912
WWI: Lt, 7th Lincs Regt and Indian Army; wounded
Tea and rubber planter Ceylon, 1920.
Played cricket for Ceylon against Test teams. Stock Exchange 1929.
Pig farmer, Devon until 193
WWII: Lt, RM; later Flt Lt, RAFVR

Married 1921 Engdaughterof Frederick William Dobson
Died London28.12. 59.

PLUS & MINUS
SPITFIREBIsappointing news regarding the nappearance of all those Spitfires believed to have been
buried in Burma. The saga will no doubt continue and who knibwsy yet happen!
LANCASTERIuch better and exciting news from East Kirkby from where 'Just ¢andd one day
forsake her grounglunning role and actually take to the air. New engiresdy but still some vital parts
to obtain. Two Lancasters airborne? Worth waiting for.

NEARLY 214.
In the March edition of 'FlyPass an excellent article on the use of 'OBOE' byPdhfinders, always an
interesting subject. One photograph of a Mosquito crew of NoS@@adron, is an example of how many
successful pairings evolved from experienced padatsnavigators with previes operational experience and
often from the same crew. Thisasrtainly the case with the crew in question. As sergeants, Australian Frank Griggs

8



and PaD'Hara were flying Stirlings on No. 214 Squadtd®AF Stradishall in 1942 and in faeyy andmost of the
crew, appear on 'THAT' squadron photograph mentioned ear@m!6 Jun¢éhey made history, bringing back

their severely damaged Peter to finally crasfand ontheir home airfield after a longunning fight from

Bremen with German fightersften atsealevel, with few guns working (plus having had their gamnner

killed in the first pas)ut nevertheless successfully claiming three enemy aircraft destroyed. Their Stirling was a
complete wreck but due to incredible teamwork and superimanship they got back. Buiith a price. Apart

from losing their reagumer, the wireless operator, SBill Wildey waseverely injured eventually losing his left arm
but this was one of the rare occasions whntually a whole crew was decorated, wih six survivors

receiving the Distinguisheglying Medal.

Not long before he died, Bill Wildey attended a Reunion at Norwich where | madethaérafe time talking to
him about past events and when he showed me many photographs of his Stirlinggiarth and after the above
incident (some unique Stradishall shots) plus a sobering selection of him in hospital recovering from his
amputationbut always with a smilele remained in the Air Force for the remainder of the war serving with the
Pathfinderorganisation.

As stated in the article, the story of '‘Oboe’ began at Stradishall in 1942 wdhen to the dogged
determination and belief of a few men, the equipment was successfully tested, iitteda Mosquito and
declared 'fit for purpose’. One of thosaen was the then \§y CdrHal Bufton who as we should recall, was a
former member olNo. 214 Squadron.

Jock Whitehouse

In Memoriam

Mrs Clarice Clarke 22 January 2013.

Clarice was a WAAF MT Driver with 214 Squadron at both RAF Straadish@iA\F Chedburgh
in 1941- 1943 and then moved to 620 Squadron, which was formed from C Flight of 214 iy
June 1943. She met her future husband, Colin (who died in 1993) who was ground crew
they were both serving on 214. Clarice drove the uMiBlehicles, but was also detailed to
drive ambulances, and she drove Dinty Moore to hospital after his crash near Chedburgh
photograph on page 7 shows Clarice with Dinty, the Canadian Stirling Pilot, and Margaret
Robson who was an RAF Medical Ogexrho nursed him on the way to hospital, when they
met up again at Chedburgh nearly 70 years later. Dinty was awarded the George Medal i
his crash for reentering his burning aircraft to rescue his trapped fagper gunner.
Clarice was a liftongsupporter of RAFA and she attended our 2009 Memorial Dedication &
Alrewas, where she wore her WAAF tartanskiy 2 i 32Ay3 (G2 YAiaa
Clarice was a delightful Welsh lady whom it was a privilege to know.

Jock Whitehouse

FS RO DouglaRBNZAF 10 October 2012 Rear Gunner Taken POW 14 March 1945.
A long standing member of the Association

K Cottee 27 October 2012
Sgt George Alexander Denham 13 January 2013214 Sgn Air Gunner1944/45

| regret that we have fewletails of these Squadron veterans, please let us know if you have
any information or stories.

We will remember them
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214 Sqguadron on Detachment at Shallufa (Egypt)

| was posted to 214 from ASF (Aircraft Servicing FligiRA&Upwood. | had just becoman engine
mechanic. The reason the&dron needed extra engine meaicswas that during detachment we
would have to carry out th&rimary stafinspections on thaircraft ourselves rather thamas at Upwood
where ASF did themThis was around June 19%ndI just had time to settle in before th&juadron was
preparing forits detachment to Shallufa on a two month tour called operatiiNRAY On the ' July
1951 seven aircraft left Upwood bound for Shalllfiat most of the ground crew had left earlier by a civil
airliner, a DC3.

We were on our way, first stgphe South of France

(and,if my memory serves me correctiywas Istres_e

Tube Air Baseyhere we had a meal, the aircraft was

- refuelled andthen we were on our way to Malta for a
S night stop. Malta at thatime was a ery different

place from what it is
today. The fleet was in
port, so the place was
full of merry sailors,
especially in Strait
Street which was very
= pusy. Many of youwill
fremember Strait Street 8
it wasbetter known as
Whe Guand washe
Wend LightQdistrict. For
me, being the first time
overseasit was very :
educational and exciting.|  Night Stop- Malta

With only a short night _
stop we were soon on our

M When we arrived at
ﬁ Shallufa we foundhat
the accommodation
waiting for us vastents
(three to a tent) During
my short time on 214 at
Upwood | had made
friends with two other
engine mecharas, both of §

, them were ex- boy N
The Ship of the Desertor too much Stella~ apprentices(quite Outside Our Tent

different to my start in the RAFand we shared a tentOnce wehadsettled Readyfor Guard Duty
in life didn't seem too badyut we wouldn't be airmen if we didn't have a moan now and againe food
could have been a lot bbeer, but they did lay onlast thing at nighta mug of cocoa and a lump of bread
that was most welcome The other thing was that on the mess hall tables they put a plate of salt tablets
for us to have one after each meahichl supposewvas to make updr the salt we lost during the day.
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Eachtent had a local man to keeptidy. He would rake the sand level and fill up the water chatty, an
earthenware bottle, that was hung from the centre pole of the tefihe worst thing we had to contend
with werethe bed bugsand we didn't have nett keep the mosquitoes at bay as we haadin Kenya
during our tour there.

The first time we were in the Canal Zokeng
Farouk was the Egyptian ruleméthings were fairly
relaxed. When we had time off we wouldander |
out of camp and make our way to the canal .
| enjoyed the walkandwe would set offout of the #%®
camp gateand cross the desert before we came t@*%
the railway line between Port Said and Suéiter
we had crossed the railwagnd before we came to
the Sweet Water Canale passed though some
small farms They were very interestingith the
farmersworking the land as they had since the
beginning of time.

Ploughing the land as they have always don

After we had passed
through the farm the
next part of our walk
was to cross the

Sweet Water beforeggﬁq ’
we could get to the | ° ¥
Suez Canal and have&a®
a rest and watch the

e #H’ h N7 liners sailing by with
R Al R

SEY g B
: ASTH LS WEES 3]l the ladies sun
Two Farmers and their camel king a rest bathing on the deck
The Sweet Water |
Canal had to & crossed before you could reach the Suez Cakslyou
can see the only way to get across was to pay the local boys a set a
of ackers and then they would pull you across by chain that was
attached to the raft, one chain on the front and one on treck, so they
could pullyou across from either side.

The Date Harvester with his
ropes and baskets

|

A bit adrift on the return crossing

The ferry across the Sweet Water Canal
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After the $juadron had settled in it wasn't long before we were on the roster for guard dwreshaving
the surname of Brown | was first on the listThenext move was on to the rifle range for some firing
practice,and | was hoping thahat was all | would be firingt with the trusty Lee EnfieldThe guard
procedure wado report to the guard room for inspion and lowering theensign then the guard
sergeantwould detail you as to what watch you were.drhe best watch was the first onehen you

would finish your duty at 0400hrs whereas the last one finished 8008 here waso good thing about
guard dity. The campboundary was divided into fiveectionsand you patrolled one section eaamnd

tried to work it so you met the other guard at the end of your sectlwad a little chat andhen off again.
We also had to climb ug building to reach the secHight and scan the desert for any would be invaders
With your rifle on your backyou would be an easy target for anyone who had climbed up first and was
waiting for you.

Also guarding the camp were Sudanese Askaris, ar@hthey would creep arounduring the nigh and
scare the life out of you know they did me, a strange bunckou didn't know wheybut at any time the
Orderly Officer would make his rounds and then you had to goutphthe ritual of dHalt, who goes
GKSNBEK a! RIIWXISamigkhe paBiveMNabgdtang him to place his ID d&r@500n the
ground, about turn, andwalkaway. Then we would approacibJA O dzLJ 6§ KS wmuHpnan | YR
recognizelé ®/e never carried a torch so it was impossible to see the 1a%@ other thing was it was so
cold during the night that you were glad when the morning came, and another guard duty was over.

As youmayknow, the Rolls Royce Merlin 68A Pack#éndlt engine was liquid cooleg@ind powered the

Avro Lincolnard the squadron before us had left one of their aircraft at Eastleigh as it was unserviceable
when their tour ended. By the time that 214 had completats$ tour the aircraft had been repaired and

was ready to return homesoour spare crew was to fly itaek along with all of 2X3aircraft. Seeing as |

was thespare engine man | was given the task to-fiight the aircraftwhichl did with great care and
attention to every detail of the inspection. The plan was we were all up early to prepare theftafiocran
early take off whilst the day was clodrhe crews arrivedlid their walk roundand climbed on board and
started the enginesQur CO, Squadron Leader Brain DFC AFC then led the squadron to the runway for
take-off. The aircraft | had carriedub the pre-flight on was the last in lindyut before it was time to taxi

fluid was seen to be pouring from numbthiree. The crew were given the signal to shut dovemd with
GKFG GKS Sy3aAayS OKAST HONSh&IRp tRedaddesmsvedithe Yahel dviréne £ |
coolant header tank and held up thdldrcap | YR G KSy & K2dzi SR -flightk Pher& A R
gl a y2 aiuz2yS FT2N YS (2 OBythistimedaytheStNar direraftlnad fakeh &f,
and standng all alone was the spare aircraftfelt really

sick, how could this have happened after the care and
double-checking had done?a D2 | YR KI @S a2
breakfast Brown and | will deal with you eftwve have
FAESR { K Abadut theAlasgihing Ihéeded was !
breakfast,asl could see myself on a technical charge at

the very least. | went to breakfast with atdld handRand

he didn't make me feel any better with tales of what could
happen When | got back to the aircraftwas being
groundrunanda 2 YS2y S &l A $Rto seeybuiird K {
0 KS 2 MeFelg@eS, ¢ thought (lamb to the slaughter).
Once | was in the office he looked quite happy and said,
¢E{A0 R26y | Y Ramistr®ishosl@hsne® A y 3
taken my timebefore | jumped to the wrong conclusion

and blamed you.The reason theaphad come adrift was

that the flange had broken offOn investigationit was

only hanging on by a very small part, it had been cracked
for a long time and the pressure on starp had caused

the rest to break offa 2 T 2 Nt &dd happegedafter takeff the aircraft would have had to dump

fuel and return to Shallufak was a worrying couple of hours for me neverthelessl | never forgot it.

- e Ik
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To finish | would jwst like to mention the
two pals | shared the tent with at Shallufa
in 1951. One night | was watching TV and
was tuned in to 6Service Bf &£ | yF
dzLJ Ol YS & ¢ Siyvas DavdzR R A S
Haylett looking for John Wright and
myself.
We met up at Ramsey for the weekend,
had a few beers in the Georgeycthe
Cross Keys in Upwood Villagewas
pleasant, but i true what is said, never
go backas the camp was in a terrible
state, vandalized to the extremend in a
e very sad state We went up to the old
o S 214 dispersal bubnly the ghosts of

Brown, Haylett& Wright yesterday were there.
1951

It was good to catch up with two great mates from those long ago days.

‘Later on we hadnother get together at
5dZEFT2NRE ¢6KSNB L Y
Bd¢ / KAST 9y3IAYSSNE
aircraft ready for the film Memphis
Belle;that was nearly fifty years after
we shared a tent.

Brown, Haylett & Wright
Imperial War Museum Duxford
1989

4047596 SAC Brown P E

Squadron Leader Colin Gilbert RAAF

| have been sent details of a wsiie which is produced and
managed by Noel Baker, and which details the history of C
Gilbert who flew with No 214 Squadron during the period o}
1938-1940. Colin flew with a number of units until 1942
when he was killed in action having failed to retfmom a

raid whilst serving with No 460 Squadron RAAF.

His story is to be found at:
www.users.greenbee.net/~noelbaker/colin.htm

Plt Off C L diert RAAF
1939
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All Aircrew who have been involved in Air to Air Refuelling will recognise that phrase, but before | cover
some of the flights that | was involved in whilst on No. 214 Squadron, let me go back to the beginning.

| joined the Royal Air Force later than many at the age of 23 in 1958, having spent the intervening years
since school as an apprentice draughtsmaa @ivil Engineering Drawing Office, with day release and
evening classes, working towards professional qualifications.

My interests outside work lay in gliding after being introduced to the sport in the school cadet torce.
became a gliding instructorithin the RAFVR(T) until 1957, and then following a move from Leeds to
Watford with my firm, spent weekends and holidays gliding at Lasham where | gained my Silver C, and als
joined the Caterpillar Club when | and my student had to use our parachutiesyifa a midair collision

with another glider in cloud near Lasham.

Due to a dissnchantment with my Civil Engineering career, | cancelled my deferment and was called up fo
National Servicel expressed my keenness at pilot training and joined the RBEcember 1958.
CNFAYAY3I |0 {2dziK / SNYySesz {eSNaril2y FtYR {6AYRSND
followed by Canberra Photographic Reconnaissance training, and a first tour on the Canberra PR7 with N
80 Squadron, at Bruggen in Germamy second tour was as a-g@ilot on the Victor B2 (and B2 Blue

Steel) with No. 100 Squadron at Wittering, before | was selected for a captaincy on the Victor 1 Tanker,
which was just coming into Service following the sad demise of the Valiant bomlzbtarders.

In 1966 RAF Marham was home to No. 55 Squadron, No. 57 Squadron and the Tanker Training Flight (T
After the demise of the Valiant some Victor B1A aircraft were hastily converted to two point tankers
(Victor B1A K2P) with two wing mounted I2& refuelling pods as used by the Royal Navy, as an interim
measure. Meanwhile further Victor B1 and B1A bombers were being converted to the Victor K1 and K1A
three point tankers.These had the two Mk 20 pods under the wings as the two point versios aok 17

Hose Drum Unit (HDU) mounted in the rear of what had been the bombTagy rest of the bomb bay

was equipped with two extra fuel tanks holding about 150@)of fuel eachl seem to remember that No.

57 Squadron was the first to be equippetth the three point tanker, and then N@14 Squadronthe

first dedicated tanker squadron in the RAF flying the Valiant Tankas reformed with the Victor.

b2 pp {ljdd RNRPY KIR 06SSy K2f RAYy3I GKS ! 'was aF2NIé
re-equipped with the three point after No 214. My crew was the second squadron crew and we trained
with the first crew- Wing Commander Dave Mullarkey on No 65 Victor Course at RAF Finningley for the
ground school and on TTF at Marham for the simulatad flying phases on Victor B1A aircraft.

In August 1966 No. 214 Squadron was officially reformed and the first two crews were joined by three
crews from No. 57 Squadret SR [ 2y 3RSy > 9RRe& {YSSUiK FyR a¢2YY
v CL Q& d Ajf Refuellinlinsiructors (AARI) to train us to operate in the tanking holS8eptember

1966 the Squadron had one Victor B1A to fly, but the Victor K1 deliveries started and | flew my first
squadron tanker aircraft XA937 on"l@ctober with Tommy Tdmpson as QFI on Tanker ConversionlEx

The Victor tankers were a mixture of K1 and K1A as stated, we on No. 214 had mainly the K1 version, wh
initially differed from the K1A in some

details. The flap selector was not in the

centre of the pilots ingument panels for

SEI YLX S5 odzii Ay FTNRYyd 2F GKS OF LWl AyQa

throttles, and could not be reached by the '
co-pilot, | seem to remember that the wf
undercarriage selector might have been

there as well; but these differences from -
the 1A versions were modified durimgy

time on the Squadron.
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Initially, only tanking was carried out and the Victor Refuelling Probe sticking out above the wind shield
was not used. This changed in 1967 when we were converted to receiwnday only at this timeThis
dramatically impoved the capability of the tanker, particularly as the Victor K1 and K1A with Sapphire
engines were rather underpowered, and very affected in conditions of high ambient temperatures, which
redricted the fuel weight on takeff -G K S -&/a y S. daBgEswBidd came in later were rather more
than tongue in cheek.

Our day to day flying consisted of refuelling mainly Lightning fighters in the various refuelling areas (ARA)
over the North Sea and West Countt this time there were no twoseat probe eqipped Lightnings,

and the single seat Mk3 was very short of fulflight to refuel Wattisham Lightnings for example, was
usually just off the East Anglian coast, and if the solo fighter pilots were carrying out their first receiver
conversion they hadree racetrack of ARAG in which to get some fuel on beattierwise back to

Wattisham and DNCO.

Later they progressed to accompanied cressintries, usually around Scotland, and had a series of
NEFdzSEtftAYy3a . N O1SGa¢sz S| OwrsighPoing Kekr@nk entd, IscRhat-faflurea 5 t
to receive fuel resulted in an immediate diversiofhese exercises were prawtifor an overseas

deployment usually to RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus for the Lightning Squadron to train at an armament practice
camp APC).The Victor task was quite complex and involved some aircraft doing MarMarham

flights, refuelling down towards the South of France andime@ing home, some doing Marhantuga

(Malta) flights and others continuing to AkrotiriThe same typefgattern wasflown in reverse for the

return of the fighters to the UK. When the Tankers were able to receive fuel the situation eased with
tankers being able to topp in flight, and reduce the numbers deploying.

The Tankers also did crew training tan@da (Goose Bay) and the USA (Offutt), these involved either one
aircraft on a direct flight to Offutt with a fuel uplift over Canada from the second tanker prepositioned at
Goose, then a return flight to Goose Bay before refuelling the other tanker whitled out a direct flight
back to Marham.The second tanker would then land back at Goose to refuel and transit back to Marham
a day later.Other interesting flights involved going out to Singapore to refuel the Lightning Squadron out
there to keep then current.

One interesting exercise involved the tanking of Lightnings to Toronto for a big airshow in August 1968.
The Lightning Mk6 had come into RAF Service and this had a larger ventral fuel tank giving a total of (I
think)10300 Ibs of fuel available the fighter
against the 7900 Ibs of the Mk3 his was not
enough so two Overwing Fuel tanks were fitted

to the Lightning each holding another 2150 Ibs.
The total of 14600 Ibs per Lightning was enough
to make the flight across the Atlantic possible

= With Victor Tanker support.

™ The first attempt started on 26August 1968,

- the mixed formation of Lightnings and Victors set
off up the North Sea, across Scotland and the
Hebrides for the long sea crossing to Canada and
onto Toronto. The two Victor Tankers were each

topped up from other Victors, the spare Lightning and
Victors returned to their bases when all appeared
Serviceable with the Canada bound aircraft. Then a
problem; one of the Lightnings got fuel into the left
overwing tank but it would not feed. The loss of fuel
coupled with the extra weight of the fighter and hence
higher fuel consumption, made all the bracket planning
and diversion planscorrectc back to our basesDn the
27" we all tried again but the same thing frgened. This |
time the Lightning pilot did not advise the two Victor
crews (Tony Wright and myself) until a bit later.
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Like all problems there were going to be other situations to exacerbate the failloey was due to give

the early brackets and myraraft the later ones.We were due to meet some other Victors out of Goose

Bay to hand over the Lightnings for the leg to Toronto, and then we were to land at Gbaedo the

Gt 2aae¢ 2F GKS wmpn tfoa FyR | KAtHKiGhidds Falitten heardizNy >
that the Goose weather was deteriorating below our landing limits théree tankers out of Goose were
allowed to take off before the base closed, but we would have to fly to Gander to land (another 45 minutes
approx.). Tony siddenly realised that he was marginal for fuel and had to divert direct to Gander, whilst
my crew continued to refuel the Lightnings, fly the rendezvous (RV) with the Goose Bay tankers and then
continue to Gander, landing with minimum fuéelhe rest of tle deployment went as it shouldave

Another interesting exercise involved tanking No. 11 Lightning Squadron out to Singapore and return, for :
bigairRSTFSy 0SS SESNDA &S TAYirvdlvBdall threeNV&tdr TaneNSquadraizs; andwould
als involve us in receiving fuel at night on the first leg over Frafite route went via Akrotiri, Masirah,

Gan and onto Tengah for the Lightnings, and Butterworth for the Vicihe. interesting part was to be

the section from Gan across the Indian @a¢o Malaysia.On 6" January 1969 we set off from Marham,

and all went reasonably well to Gan in the Southern Maldi&ise to high ambient temperatures in Gan

the Victor was limited to some 25000 Ibs of fuel less than capacity in order teotbk&he problem was
exacerbated by the Gan diversion being in Sri Lanka (625 nms al¥ee/pther problem was the ITCZ
(Inter-tropical Convergence Zoneinainly massive thunderstorms across route.

on1f"WI ydzt NB DIFNE 2S8&0 o6pp { Lgdl57Sd)aRd nfy ergw withtokr$nvo [ | A
Lightnings off from GanGary was due to return to Gan after the first brackets, and Don and myself would
continue to Malaysial was supposed to be the spare tanker on this leg and would not expect to transfer
fuel. Everything went well until Gary was due to return to G&ur point for handing over the lead was in

the middle of an enormous imbedded thunderstorm, with five aircraft in very close formation and nasty
turbulence, the hanebver of lead was going tceltricky. We then flew into an even thicker patch of cloud
and all lost visual contact with each othéNe carried out the standard loss of visual contact procedure

and Gary turned back to Gan with minimum planned fu@blin my Nav Radar gave me a t@07 right to

a clearer area, and we climbed from 36000 feet to 39000 feet to get out of heavy icing into cleadsr air.

the same time we got Air to Air Tacan lock onto the fighters and with a Direction Finding facility got them
homed onto us.We also pt out a distress call to the Search and Rescue Hercules close to and below our
route. The two Lightnings joined us but they had problems with icing and one also lost all artificial feel to
the flying controls; they now needed fuel because of the unplahcienb and route deviation, but could

not refuel at FL390, so we descended back into cloud to 36000 feet where they carried out a successful
refuelling, and we cancelled the distress.

The cloud continued for a considerable time and XA936 our aircrafedaout all the remaining refuelling
brackets, and did not join back up with the 57 Sqgn. aircraft until past the Nicobar Islands some two hours
later, shortly before the two Lightnings split for their direct track to Tengah in Singapore.

Meanwhile we had &uel gauge problem, a fault with a wing tank sensor meant we had no direct reading
of the fuel in two of the port wing tankd. LIS Odzf A NAG& 2F GKAa Fldz G Aa
was deducted from the total contents gauge in the vievihaf rear crew. Tom (cepilot) and | were able to
work out the probable fuel available, but we were pleased to land safely at Butterworth with minimum fuel
- and no diversion capability.

After a three week period we started the return to Marham which weather better weather wise.On

the Gan to Balain leg we had a small problem and had to return to Gan after-t&tkeThe fault was

rectified and we transited unaccompanied to Baihr As we had no fighters we were able to fly at 46000
feet and in so dimg set up a World Record for the blowing of a Conch Hoom Coldicott had negotiated

with the Maldivians for a superb Conch Horn shell whilst at Gan, and we took it in turns to blow it. | believe
a photograph of this feat exists somewhere, including ofthe altimeters in the picture, but we never
advised the Guinness Book of RecorBeom Bahain we were back into the AAR game and tanked our
Lightnings over Iran and Turkey back to Cyprus, then 8rF#bruary continued back to Marham.

hdzNJ ySEG AyGaSNBaidAy3a SESNDOAAS 61 a (KS !Anationali A O
newspaper devised a plan to set up World Records from the top of the Post Office Tower in London to the
top of the Empire States Building in New K.oFhe races were to be run East to West and West to East,
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and were split into various civil and military categoriés.each category one person had to travel the
whole route. The RAF were involved in three of the attempts, with Phantom, Harrier anor\8R2 in
specific categories. The Victor SR2 did not require refuelling; but the Phantom and Harrier needed Victor
Tanker support.
The Phantom used Victors from No. 55 Sqn. to provide refuelling across the Atlantic, and flew at supersor
speeds overlie ocean, slowing den for rendezvous and refuelling at ppganned positions.No. 214 and
No. 57 Sgns tanked the Harrier flown by Lecky Thompbln.214 Squadron crews flew the Atlantic
Ocean legs basing at Marham and Goose Bay, and No. 57 Squadvsrilere the Atlantic Seaboard to
New York basing at Loring AFB in Maine, with the handover close to Gander.
The big advantage for the Harrier was that it flew a vertical 4afitédrom a railway coal yard near St.
Pancras in London, to another enclosee siear the base of the Empire States Building; this cut down
complex logistical journeys involving motorcycles and helicopters to suitable airfields for the other
participants. We were also granted Diplomatic Clearance to fly across the Republic ofiitelély as close
as possible to a minimum time Great Circle as modified by the prevailing WivelHarrier was subsonic of
course but could fly a sustained Mach 0.895 except for slowing down for refuelling at around 35000 feet
altitude, so the Victors thich could fly at this speed albeit at higher than normal fuel consumption, had the
Wing Refuelling Pods removed to reduce drag, and would rely on the fuselage Mk. 17 HDU (Hose Drum
Unit). To allow for failure two Victors flew in formation the whole timéhe East/West race took place on
28" April 1969 and was the first Harrier to cross the Atlanfitie return race was delayed unti! §lay to
wait for the strongestwinds¢ 2 y @ 2 NAIKGQa ONBg FyR Y& ONBg | 3l A
My last flight with my final crew Tom Coldicott,
Colin Haigh, Bert Jukes and John Gallagher was to
Luga and Akrotiri in early July, and my final Victor
flight as a member of No. 214 Sqgn. took place on
14" July 1969. However | moved to the Tanker
Training Flight (TTB} a Simulator Instructor, but
was invited to fly on a regular basis until my last
flight on 13" February 1970, before | went to the
Central Flying School at Little Rissington to train as a
QFI on ¥ March 1970.
L OFlyy2i FAYAAK ¢lw.K2dzi )
Roger Morton (cepilot); Colin Haigh (nav. radar);
Ken Peacock (nav. plotter) and John Gallagher

(A.E.O) crewed up at No. 230 OCU RAF Finningtay.
moved to another crew in late 1967 and | was joined by
Dennis Maunders as nav. plotteBadly in Augst 1968
when Roger was flying with TTF on an Instrument Rating
Test with Ken as navigator; the Victor collided in cloud
with a Canberra over Holt in Norfolkhobody survived.
was then joined by Tom Coldicetstraight from training,
and also Bert Jws who replaced Dennis Maunders on
his retirement. | should like to say that flying with a
professional crewwho also play hard on the ground; is
some of the most rewarding flying possible, and | have
been most fortunate with the friends | have been wed
with.
That was not the end of my involvement with AAR(fter five years on the Varsity as QFI, | returned to
Marham for the Victor K2 Tanker until 19808en went onto the VC10 at RAF Brize Norton for the Course
Design Team Tanker Conversion of tipagat aircraft, then onto No. 101 Sqgn. and finally No. 241 OCU until
| retired in 1990. | must stress that all crews will have their own memories of those interesting days, and
also that as | am relying on my memory backed up by logbook entries, all areossrictly mine.
Geoff Barrell
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