
John Hussey was born 20th June 1923, in London, to Isabel (nee Crawford, of the Craw-
ford’s Mineral Water family of Newcastle-upon-Tyne), and Archibald Henry Charles Hus-
sey. 
 
The family moved from Fulham to Ashford in Middlesex, and it was from there that John 
enlisted in the RAF in 1942, having been in the ATC, and he underwent training in Canada 
(see photo), where it seems he flew Ansons. 

Portage-la-Prairie, Manitoba, 18/7/43, No 7, AOS (Air Observers School) 
 

John Hussey, back row, far right, last in line, aged just 20. 



According to the record card, J was posted to RAF Oulton from 31 Base wef 18/7/44. 
Shown as “Flying Officer J Hussey, Nav.”  
 

 

I think his service number may have been 246650, according to a record I found online, 
(assuming this is the correct John Hussey). 
 

  



Crew: 
 

F/O Frank W. Savage – Pilot 
F/O A. N. Craven – Assistant Navigator 

F/O J. Hussey – Special Operator 
F/Sgt S. A. R. Pike – Navigator 
Sgt N. J. Lee – Flight Engineer 

Sgt D. Astbury – Gunner 
Sgt N. Rishworth – Wireless Operator 

Sgt C. Hamblett – Gunner 
Sgt S. Judge – Gunner 

Sgt R. D. Kenney – Gunner 
 

John Hussey, 2nd from the right at the back, with crew at Oulton 
 
 

Under an entry for F/Sgt Sidney Pike on the Heroes of Our Time website there are several 
accounts of missions flown by this crew, including that of a forced landing at Juvincourt air-
field in France, on the return flight rom Saarbrucken on the Ruhr on 10th November 1944  
(all crew survived). 
John kept several items of his RAF uniform throughout his life - notably his flying boots, 
and his RAF scarf which always hung on a hook by the kitchen door. But he never re-
counted anything of his time in the RAF, and was always very reserved and secretive 
about his war years.  
 



We always understood that he had trained as a Navigator, (his uniform carried the “N” bre-
vet) and had believed he was in the Pathfinders, but when I posted on Facebook asking 
for help in tracing his records now I know he was part of the 100 Group. 

 
Post-War: 
 

From letters in my possession, I see that in June 1947 John applied for a post as Airport 
Manager of Woolsington Airport. He describes his Transport Command training at Northolt 
and Croydon airports, followed by command of Colombo airport in Ceylon, and Bangalore 
airport.  
 
I also found several dense-typed pages of a Report on an airport in Nagpur, July 1945 by 
F/O J Hussey, Traffic Officer, HQ, 109 Wing, RAF (there is a Wiki page listing RAF wings 
by numbers - shows 109 as a Transport Wing (??), established 10/10/1944, disbanded 
1/3/1946. Presumably this is this?). 
 
On his return to the UK, in September 1951 he was appointed Sales Manager for the 
Brush Group (which was bought by Hawker Siddeley in 1957), with a mandate to secure 
business in Russia and China, and he spent many years working for the company travel-
ling abroad in Russia, Poland and other countries behind the Iron Curtain. He left the com-
pany in late 1960, and soon joined Sharples of Camberley (part of the Pennsault Chemical 
Corp, USA) as a General Manager again dealing with trading in Russia. He left in July 
1965, and took retirement. He sadly died in February 1992 in Surrey, from complications of 
dementia, having never married.  
A Strange Co-incidence: 
 
Late in his life, when he was living in Okeford Fitzpaine, my father told me of an amazing 
coincidence: he’d been at a party in the village and during conversation he must have 
mentioned that he originated from Ashford. The man to whom he was speaking said “How 
strangeI I don’t suppose you ever knew a man called John Hussey? He was responsible 
for me joining the RAF! He was a friend at the time, and one day I ran into him at the bus-
stop in Ashford. I asked him where he was off to, and he told me he was going to join up, 
so I just tagged along with him!” My father was staggered, and of course replied that John 
had been his brother-in-law. 
 
Then after I posted on FaceBook asking for info on John, I received a message from a 
woman who asked me if John had lived in Ashford, as her father had run into him at a bus-
stop, etc etc. I couldn’t believe that this story had suddenly come back to life, and replied 
that yes, it must be him, and explained I’d heard about this from my father a party in Dor-
set - was her father in that area? Of course, it turned out he too lived in the village, and we 
exchanged several messages. A small world! 
  



 

Miscellaneous Photos: 
Fun in the mess (location / date unknown). John Hussey is 2nd from the right (in profile, 
with black hair & prominent side parting), others unknown. 
  



John Hussey - 5th from the left 
 
  



John Hussey - 6th from left 
  



John Hussey - front row, 3rd from left 
  



Unidentified men, location & date unknown  
(posted in case of interest to anyone ) 


