




























NEWS SINCE THE REUNION (Cont.) 

December 16th. 2003 W/Off. Alfred " Stan II Stanley DFM , W/Op. on Murray 
Peden's crew , 1943/44 , died in Manchester after some time in hospital. 
Information passed to me by A VM Jack Furner via an E-Mail via Murray 
Peden .. 

CHANGE OF TREASURER Earlier in this newsletter I mentioned that 
Vic Pheasant would take over from Bill Wilkinson at the end of December 2003. 
Please note that this arrangement will not now take place until April 1st. 2004. 
Any subscriptions due before April 1st. should be sent to ; 
Wng. Cdr. W.A.Wilkinson, "Charlcombe ", 8,The Paddock, 
Maresfield, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 2HQ . Tel. 01825 - 761861 
From April Ist. please send to Vic Pheasant whose address and telephone 
number are in the inside front cover of this newsletter. 

NEWS FROM JOCK WHITEHOUSE 
As is usual on Remembrance weekend, wreaths were laid at Stradishall and 
Chedburgh in memory of our Squadron members who lost their lives and we 
are extremely grateful to Mrs. Olive Lax , whose brother , Sgt.Norman Ventham 
died at Chedburgh,for her very generous donation. Thank you Olive. 
We shall remember. 

There has been mention of possibly creating a memorial rose garden adjacent 
to Stirling House at Stradishall. A new roadside entrance sign to the building 
complex, which will include a Stirling logo is, however, a certainty and although 
it is early days, we will keep you informed on both counts. It is hard to believe, 
but it is TEN yaers in May since the Stradishall memorial was unveiled. 
Like many of us, it is "mellowing II nicely. 

NEW BOOKS ( AMENDMENT ) 
Earlier in these notes I mentioned a new book , " Footprints on the Sands of Time". 
I have since been in touch with the author who informs me that if any of our 
members want a copy he can arrange for one to be sent for £30 post paid. 
(saving £5 on the bookshop price.) Please contact Peter Walker first. 
Tel. 01603-713754. 

JANUARY 25TH. 
Martin Staunton telephoned to inform me that he had just come out of hospital, 
having been there since the end of December. 
I had sent him a card, on behalf of the Association, and he was ringing to offer 
his thanks and regards to all members. 
He now needs quite a long time to recover, but hopes to come to a future reunion, 
either the 100 Group or 214 Sqn. 
We all wish you well Martin . 



IT'S THAT ~l iMBER AGAIN! 
,lock \\'hitehouse 

On a recent visit to RAF Cosford in my own '214', l was able to complete 
this remarkable 'independent' numerical lineup alonside two earlier arrivals 

A neighbouring vehicle(a later arrival). conveniently carried the squadron codes! 

Cosford's AHO Anson 
I t 014,·s to keeo ~ou r t"les open. 



-HISTORIAN'S REPORT SINCE THE REUNION 

Three queries have materialised since the reunion. 

i). From Mr Giles Drake-Brockman (Brandon, Suffolk). Giles is seeking information on his 
great-uncle, F/O RMP ('Peter') Jenkyns, captain or second pilot in Wellington T2992 shot 
down over Belgium on 7/8 July 1941. The aircraft had taken off from Stradishall for railway 
targets in the Cologne area. Five crew were killed (Sgt Roughton r/g, became a PoW)and are 
buried at As-en-Campine. I have been able to provide Giles with photographs of the burial 
location and of the crash site. 

ii) From Mr E Jones (Haverhill) seeking information on a relative, Sgt G C Bunning 
(Wisbech) who lost his life when Stirling W7534(BU-E) was lost on the first '1000-bomber' 
raid on Cologne,31 May 1942. The Stirling is believed to have collided with a Wellington of 
No.101 Squadron. All on board both aircraft lost their lives. This was the frrst Stirling loss 
for No.214 Squadron. 

iii) From Mr Dave French (Clutton, Bristol) who, as a result ofHeilig's article in 'Aeroplane 
Monthly' is seeking any information on his uncle, Richard Fileul, who flew a first tour with 
214 on Wellingtons at Stradishall and was one of many who 'returned' for a second tour with 
the squadron, sadly losing his life on 12 September 1944 from Oulton. Geoff Cole, who flew 
as second pilot on 'ops' with Richard at Stradishall and knew him well is willing to be put in 
touch with Mr French. 

Any other information referenece these three queries would be greatly appreciated. 

At the AGM Jack Dixon asked if anything had materialised regarding a plaque in Chedburgh 
church recording the great personal achievement of Harold Bidmead (who had flown as a 
flight/engineer from Chedburgh) in setting up the No.214(FMS) Squadron Association; The 
answer is a definite YES. The brass plaque, its text approved by Bettie Bidmead, is on the 
wall just above the cabinet containing the Book of Remembrance. The inscription reads: 

In Memory 
Flight Lieutenant Harold John Bidmead 

Distinguished Flying Cross 
1918-1989. 

1942-1943 Flight Engineer No.214(Federated Malay States) Squadron 
Royal Air Force Chedburgh 

Off-duty, Harold would play the organ in the peacefulness of this church. 

No.2 I 4(Federated Malay States) Squadron Association 
founded by Harold Bidmead 1988 

'Ultor in Umbris' 
August2002 

Thank you again Harold. 
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Jotl-. and Kcelv agam provided a splendid 'themed' cake for the reumon, tills lllm'. of a very 
colourful design depicting a n1&p of Malaya and the flags of the original 'Federated Malay 
State~· who established !mks \\ith '214' in 1940.'41 . Sadly these ,-vere severed h~ the Japanese 
invasion and although never re\. iwd. the title 'Federated Malay State~ ,,a:- n:larned by the 
~quadron until disbanding in i977 Toda) the luxury aircraft of the superh iv1ala)sia Airlines 
carry 'local' name~ hut not quite a~ dramatic a$ 214's Stradishall's Wdlingtons Rt:memher 
'Sn Uuroh( rtmnder). and Raja Lang it( Lord of the Sky)? 

Some of you may recall the large and 1mpress1ve pamting. 'The Briefing' by Frank Salisbury 
\\htch hang~ in the Officers' Mess Dining Room at Marham. It depicts llampden aircrew of 
No 81 Squadron I plus pigeons in their baskets) being hriefed by their tall fai r haired en rn 
fact Wme ( ommander Dcm101 Bovle \\ho soon hecam~ Station Comman<l~r al Strad,shall I ... . 

\\hl-~n he flc,\ a number of llperations \A·1th Stirling crews of 214 and in the Welimgtons ot 
No lo l Squadron 
In a spec1ai 2003 puhl1catmn 'Bomhcr ( \lmmand' appeared a ph,1tograph of No 83 Squadron 
Hampden crews hcing briefed for operatums Virtually identical in content to 

''The Rriefing ( mmu~ tht' C01) thb stud~ was almost certainly the ba:-ic 'model on which the 
pamtmg \.\as ha5~d Bolh are reproduced here for you to judge 

l~t:pr, >du :t:d ln,n1 Uw cdHion ot 'l l\ past \\llh pern11sswn fr11m tli-: publishers f-..1.? 

.>ublish1ng l tJ \\\\ ,,., flypast cum' 



Channel 5. Tues. 22nd. December 2003 "Flying Misfits". An entertaining 
American war film of 1976 vintage. It told the true story (nearly) of Major 
" Pappy " Boyington, a maverick 39 year old Marine officer, already an "ace" 
but grounded for a variety of reasons, who rounded up a number of fighter 
pilots, all awaiting court martial, and by further totally illegal means, bordering 
on the criminal, "established his own squadron which in the end turned out to 
be one of the most successful and highest scoring Marine fighter units of the 
Pacific war. " Pappy " Boyington (who ultimately received the Congressional 
Medal of Honor), named his squadron " The Black Sheep "( cos that's what 
they are). It's number ? 214 . It is hoped that any resemblance to the RAF 
squadron bearing the same number be entirely coincidental. !!!! 

The Chairman insists that we need more and more " new " blood. 
( Now if only we had been a "Vampire" squadron ---! ! ! ! ! ) 

GUILD OF AVIATION ARTISTS ANNUAL EXHIBITION 

Try to visit the Mall Galleries in L:mdon (just behind Admiralty Arch) on 
19-25th. July 2004. Apart from the usual superb of aviation art, there will 
be an additional section celebrating the Centenary of Rolls-Royce so expect 
something a little different. 
Other Guild work is displayed at many of the regular aviation venues/museums. 

OBITUARY 
June 2003 . Colin Clarke (Devon). Colin was a Stirling ground engineer at 
Chedburgh and in June 1943 was transferred "over" to the new 620 Sqn., 
formed from "C" Flights of 214 and 149 Squadrons .. Clarice, his widow, serving 
as a WAAF driver at the same time , drove the badly burned "Dinty" Moore 
to hospital after his dreadful crash in March 1943. 



A NOTE FROM OUR RETIRING TREASURER 

On 1 st. J,mu.il)1 1994 I took ,wl'r the rok ot Treasurl'I from Vic Plwasant. who 
had kept the llag !lying for a number of ynirs, previous to my appointment. 
and during that pniod I audited lht· hooks of account. 

11 is with regret that I had to inform our Chairman that I wished to relinquish 
tht· post and Vic Pheasant has volunt<.·en:·d to act as intt·rini Treasurer 1mtil 
handing over 10 yd another volunteer. Jl)hn Gulliver, on I si. January 2005. 

These appointments wne duly propos1.·d and agrt'(Xf by mcrnhers present at 
the AGM on 27th. September 2003. 

Our bankers haw advised that in this present age of centralised banking there 
i~ no nct·d to transfrr our accounts to thC' hmnch nearest to the new Treasurer's 
home Our hank accounts will therefore continue to operate as at present, but 
with all mail heing addrcssed to the new Treasurer. with effect from thl· date 
of handover on I st. April ?.004. 

vic·s home address and telephone number arc shown on lhe inside from 
cover of this Nightjar. 

In signing off. I would Hkl.' lo takt· this opportunity to thank memhers for 
their coopt·ration and expressions of appreciation of my cffrH'ls. I slrnll miss 
tht· intert·sting ant'.l~llotcs included in ll'tkrs,forwardl"d with subscription d1eques. 

Finally a wee word of thanks to my wife for her support and forbearance. 
Kc1y kept ihe wheel::-. turning nn thl· occasions. when I was in hospital for 
long pniods. 

lksl wishes to you all. 
Bill Wilkinson. 

SECRETARY'S NOTE 

Quite a k·w of our mcmhC'rs pay their annual subscriptions hy !>;ending them lc1 

me. I then havt· to spend 21 p flf the Association's money on a stamp in order 
w send it ,ln w the Treasurer. 
Whilst w<.' arc gratdul to nur nwmhcrs fnt paying promply could you please 
pay future sub; h"· sending ttwm l>IREC'l TO THI: T Rl·ASUREI{ . 

I hank you 

Pdn M. Walker 



ROYAL AIR FORCE© 
RATES OF PA¥ AND TRADE GROUPS. 

N.B.-Thefollowing are the current rates of pay of airmen, afrcraft apprentices and apprentice clerks: 

Rank. 

Aircraftman, 2nd class . . . . . . 
Aircraftman, 2nd class (over one year) .. 
Aircraftman, 2nd c.lass (over three years) 
Aircraftman, 1st class . . . . . . 
Aircraftman, 1st class (over three years) 
Leading Aircraftman . . . . . . 
Leading Aircraftman (over three years) .. 
Corporal . . . . . . . . . . 
Corporal (over two years) . . . . 
Corporal (over four years) . . . . 
Sergeant . . . . . . . . . . 
Se_rgeant (over two years) . . . . 
Sergeant (over four years) . . . . 
Sergeant (pilot) . . . . . . . . 
Sergeant (pilot) (over four years) .. 
Flight Sergeant . . . . . . . . 
Flight Sergeant (over four years) .. 
Flight Sergeant (pilot) . . • . . . . 
Flight Sergeant (pilot) (over four years) .. 
Sergeant Major, 2nd class . . • . , 
Sergeant Major, 1st class . , . . . . 
Sergeant Major, 1st class (over :five years) 

Aircraft Apprentices. 
Apprentice Clerks 

I 

DAILY RATES Of PAY. 

l 
I 

Group Group • Group Group 
I. I II. III. IV. 

s. d. s. d. s. d. S, d. 
3 6 3 3 2 6 3 0 
- - - -- - - - -

4 s 4 0 3 3 3 9 
- - - -

5 6 5 0 4 0 4 6 
6 0 5 6 4 6 5 0 
7 6 6 6 5 0 5 6 
- - - -

8 0 7 0 5 6 6 0 
9 6 8 6 6 ... 6 7 0 
- - - -

10 0 9 0 7 0 7 6 
12 6 II 6 9 6 10 0 
13 6 12 6 10 6 11 0 
11 6 10 0 8 0 s 6 
12 0 10 6 8 6 9 0 
15 0 13 6 11 6 12 0 
15 6 14 0 12 0 12 6 
13 0 II 6 10 0 10 6 
14 0 12 6 II 0 II 6 
16 6 15 0 13 6 14 0 

1st Year. 

• s.· , 
" · 

I 0 
I 0 

i Medical Brauch. Group I 
V. 

jGroui: A.jGroup B.jGroup C 

s. d. S, d. s. d. s. d. 
2 0 3 3 s 0 2 9 
2 6 - - -- 4 s 4 0 3 9 
2 9 3 9 3 6 3 s 
- 4 9 4 6 4 3 

3 3 4 3 4 0 3 9 
3 9 5 3 5 0 4 9 
4 3 5 6 5 3 5 0 
- 6 3 6 0 5 9 

4 9 - - -
6 0 7 3 7 0 6 9 
- 8 0 s 0 s 0 

6 6 - - -
- - - -
- - - -

7 6 9 6 9 6 9 p 
8 0 - - -
- -· - -- ·- - -

10 0 10 6 10 6 . 10 6 
il 0 13 6 13 6 13 6 
13 6 - - -

·-----
2nd Year. Afte:rwarq.s. * 

s . d. S, d. 
0 1 6 
6 I 6 

* That is until the· aircraft a,pprentice has both attained the age of IS years and been posted to a unit for duty as 
an aircraftman after the completion of training; or, in the case of an apprentice clerk, until he is classified as an 
aircraft..TU2.12.. 

TECHNICAL-GROUP I. 
Blacksmith. 
Carpenter (boat builder). 
Carpenter (rigger). 
C0pp0r3r.r:1ith and l\f1.:=tal \IVud;;:er. 
Dra.ughtsman. 
Electrician. 
Fitter (aero engir..e). 
F1tte:r (armourer). 
Fitter (constructional). 
Fitter (driver, petrol or steam). 
Fitter (gemral). 
Fitter (torpedo). 
Hydrogen Worker (1st class). 
Machine Tool Setter and Operator. 
Metal Rigger. 
Moulder. 
·wireless Operator (Mechanic). 

TECHNICAL-GROUP II. 
. -'~nnoured Car C:rew. 
Armourer. 
Carpenter. 
Coach Painter. 
Meteorologist. 
Photographer. 
Rigger (aero). 

TRADE GROUPS. 

TECHNICAL-GROUP_ 11.-cont. 
Rigger (airship). 
vVirele8S Operator. 

TECHNICAL-GROUP III. 
Cook and Butcher. 
Fabric Worker. 
Hydrogen Worker (2nd class). 
Motor Boat Crew. 
Painter. 
Storekeeper. 
Upholsterer. 

ADMINISTRATIVE-GROUP rv 
Clerk (General duties) ... 
Cler1r (Pay accounting). • 
Clerk (Store accounting). 

NON-TECHNICAL-Gnour V. 
A.ircraftband (General duties) . 
Aircrafthand (Physical Training In­

structor). 
Aircraftband (Visual Signalling ln­

~tructor). 
Aircraft11and (under training for 

technical trades). 

(5714) wt. 1293/SO 35,000 5/3! Hw. G.J/27 

FROM THE ARCHIVES , A BIT OF HISTORY 

NON-TECHNICAL--GROUP V. 

Driver (petrol). 
Driver (steam). 
Driver (winch). 

-cont. 

Hospital Orderly (unclassified). 
Hospital Orderly (1.mder training). 
Musician. 

MEDICAL BRANCH-GROUP A. 
Pharmacist. 
Trained Nurse. 

MEDICAL BRA:-TCH-GROUP B . 
Dental Mechanic. 
Dispenser. 
Hospital Cook. 
Laboratory .Assistant. 
Masseur. 
Operating Roorr.. }.\_s.:;i.sta.nt. 
X-Ra.y Attendant. 

MEDICAL BRA~CH-GROUP c. 
Mental Nursing Orde:dy. 
Nursing Orderly. 
Sanitarv A.ssistmt. 
Special "Treatment Orderly. 

When did the Royal_ Air Force last have the rank of Sergeant Major ; presumably 
it was replaced by Warrant Officer, but when ? If anyone knows please inform 
Jock Whitehouse. 



ROLL OF HONOUR 1943 to 1942 

As in previous Roll of Honour lists in the Nightjar I have continued backwards 
through the months, from lvlay 1943 to September 1942. 

Stirling Mk. 111 BF528 "L2" 
May 23/24th 1943 

✓?gt, J.K.Wilkins RNZAF + 
✓pgt. A Mason RNZAF 
,/ ;gt. W.S. Clifton - Mogg RNZAF 
J,,Sgt. LG.Freeman 

pow 
pow 

+ 
J;Sgt. W .A. Leslie 
J ;Sgt. E.T. Hutchinson 
t/ Sgt. BA.Kennedy 

Stirling M.k. 1 R9242 "0 " 
_ May 13/14th 1943 
Sgt. R.M. Gibbney + 
Sgt. F.D. Stannard + 
F/Off. AR. Minton pow 
Sgt. R.F. Gullick pow 
Sgt. L. Sutcliffe pow 
Sgt. L. Leake + 
Sgt. S.R. Tinkler + 

Stirling :t-llk. 111 BK653 "A" 

pow 
paw 
pow 

April 16/17tb. 1943 
F/Off. D.E . James 
Sgt. W.G. Grove 
Sgt. J. Hall 
FI./Sgt. J .A.Smith 
Sgt. C.G. Walton 
Sgt. R.W. Adams 
Sgt. G.B. Gallagher 
Sgt. E. M. Lee 

evd 
evd. 
evd. 
pow 
pow 
evd. 
pow 

Stirling Mk:. 1 BK612 
April 1 l/12th. 1943 

Sgt. G.A. Davie 
Sgt. D.O. Dowson 
Sgt. A.C. Wade 
Sgt. J.B. Woods 
Fl/Sgt. L. Copley 
Sgt. T. F. Richardson 
Sgt. A. Bowers 

"Z" 

+ 
+ 

Stirling Mk. 1 EF362 " N " 
r March 29/30th. 1943 

•✓ F/Off. W.G. Cooper + 

+ 

.j Sgt. R.D.T. Keams ok 
VSgt. CR.Logan inj 
,/Sgt. F.E. Srnjth ok 
J Sgt. A.T. Boosma IDJ 

✓ Sgt. E.R.H. Dyde ok 

Stirling Mk. 111 Ml261 "T" 
May 23124th 1943 

/ Sgt. J. J. Egan RAAF 
/ Sgt. F.J. North 
✓ P/Off. P.H.Liddle 
/ Sgt. D.E.Alford 
V:s L 'M • gt. . . artm 
i/Sgt. V.H. Archer 
t/Sgt. J. Dodd 

Stidiog Mk:.l BF381 " P2 11 

May 12113th. 1943 
P/Off. H. Broadbent 
Sgt. S.F.Dean 
P/Off. H. Catch 
Sgt. N. Douglas 
Sgt. W.F.W. Hards 
Sgt. W. Duthie 
Sgt. J.A. Brown 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

Stit!.mg Mk. 1 EF331 "H 11 

April 14/15th. 1943 
Sgt. L. Powell 
Sgt. T.Shepherd 
P /Off. E. H. Scott 
Sgt. R.E. Dutton 
Sgt. H.C.Dent 
Sgt. J. Williams 
Sgt. E. H. Ingram RCAF 

Stirling Mlc.1 W7621 11 G 11 

Aptil 4/5th. 1943 
Sgt. K.R. Burton DFM 
Sgt. J .H. Stratheam 
Sgt. G .H.J. Cash 
Sgt. H .M. Parsons 
Sgt. A.J. Gordon 
Sgt. E. McGloin 
Sgt. J. Broderick 

Stirling Mk. 1 BF453 " L " 
March 27128th. 1943 

P/Off. E. Challis 
Sgt. R.G. Martin 
Sgt. R. Anderson 
Sgt. C.K. Phin 
Sgt. E. Greenhalgh 
Sgt. S.A.Woodrow 
Sgt. D.J. Rae RAAP VSgt. F.T. Lovegrove ok 

Note; This aircraft collided with Stirling BK663 flown 
by Jack Dixon whose rear gunner , Sgt. H.L. Burt RNZAF was killed. 
After the collision Jack was able to level out and bellied on to 
the grass alongside the Chedburgh runway. It was not until the 
crew were safely out of the aircraft that they realised that the 
rear turret had been torn off in the collision. 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 



Stirling Mk. 111 BF469 " M" 
March 11112th. 1943 

✓ F/Off. A . Curruthers RCAF + 
/Sgt. E.L. Eaglen + 
figt. E. Parker + 
ll5gt. P.P.Oakes + 
~Sgt. B. Camell + 
~gt. B.R. Jennings + 
vFI./Sgt. A.J. Tyrell pow 

Stirling Mk. 1 EF329 11 C " 
March 3/4th. 1943 

P/Off. C.W.V. Pepper + 
Sgt. H.M. Felce + 
Sgt. F. Mangleseo RNZAF pow 
Sgt. R.S. Allen + 
Sgt. J.N. Unsworth + 
Sgt. A.V.G. Gidge + 
Sgt. J.W. Rider + 

Stirling Mk.l R9163 11 C 11 

Feb. 17118th. 1943 
/ Sgt. J.R. Rundle RNZAF + 
j Sgt. H.G. Claridge ok 
.I Sgt. J.C. Chalmers ok 
✓ Sgt. L.G. Wright ok 
✓Sgt. T.J. Wilson ok 

1,./ Sgt. J.E. Flack ok 
✓ Sgt. HA. Wilson ok 

Note; Abandoned near Alton, Hants 
on return from target. 

Stirling Mk. 1 R9282 " Q 11 

Feb. 3/4th. 1943 
✓ S/Ldr. W. Clarke + 
✓Sgt. D. J. Connearn pow 
✓ Sgt. G.E. Johnson + 
./. Sgt. J .A. Lawton pow 
.;/ F1/Sgt. T.W.Burke RAAF pow 
-j Sgt. R.F. Crawley pow 
✓Sgt. J.C. Adam + 

.j Stirling Mk. 1 R9194 "N" 
Nov. 28/29th. 1942 

✓ f/Sgt. F.E. Gatland DFM RNZAF 
Sgt. AD. Short MiD 
P/Off. P.M.W.Butler 
Sgt. C. Pinner 
Sgt. G. Booth 
Sgt. H.A. Harris RCAF 
Sgt. J. Stammers 

pow 
+ 

pow 
pow 
pow 

inj (died) 
+ 

Stirling Mk. 111 BK662 11 K " 
March 5/6th. 1943 

Sgt. H.W.Baldock + 
Sgt. P.R. Kimber + 
F/Off. H. Etienne + 
Sgt. W. Taylor + 
Sgt. W.H. Trotter + 
Sgt. E.H.Wright + 
Sgt. A.B. Amirault RCAF + 

Stirling Mk. 1 R9145 11 K 11 

March 112nd. 1943 
Fl./Sgt. J.M.LyaU RCAF 
Sgt. N.G. Etherden 
F/Off. B.F.R.Hotson RNZAF 
Sgt. D.B.Scoble RNZAF 
Sgt. RH.Thom RNZAF 
Sgt. J.G. Jack 
Sgt. J.E.Powell 

Stidiog Mk. R9 l97 11 V " 
Feb. 3/4 th. 1943 

P/Off. D.H.Smith + 
P/Off. D.G. de Garis + 
Sgt. RF.Evans + 
F/Off. J.I. Mackenzie RCAF + 
FI/Sgt. W. McK. Murdoch RCAF + 
Sgt. W.O.Powell RCAF + 
F1/Sgt. D. O' Neill RCAF + 
Sgt. A.H. Thiessen RCAF + 

Stirling Mk. 1 W7637 11 W " 
Jan. 15116th. 1943 

S/Ldr. P.W.M. Carlyon DFC 
Sgt. C.E.C. Ransom 
F/Off. D.K. O'Donnell RNZAF 
Sgt. J. L. Kemp 
Sgt. L. Can 
F/Sgt. JN.Peck RCAF 
P/Off. P.F. Pinder RCAF 

Stirling Mk.1 W7584 " D " 

pow 
pow 

+ 
pow 
pow 
pow 
pow 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

Nov. 20/21st. 1942 
F/Sgt. E.M. Corlett 
Sgt. A.H. Bradley RNZAF 
Sgt. F.R.Woodyer 
Sgt. E.J. Wrigglesworth 
Sgt. R.R. Shipley 
Sgt. H.Brookfield 

+v 
ok ✓ 
ok✓ 

ok✓/ 
okV / 
ok V 

Sgt. G.E.Webber ok ✓ 

Note: Crew baled out, crashed west 
of Stradishall 



'f 

1 

Stirling Mk. 1 R9146 ft S n Stirling Mk. 1 BK599 ft R ft 

Oct. 15116th. 1942 Oct. 13114th. 1942 
F/Off. J.M. Paape RNZAF + F/Sgt. RW. Davison 
Sgt. J . Holmes + Sgt. S.A. Miller 
Sgt. L.F. Meadows + Sgt. R. Dempsay RCAF 
Sgt. J.G.Ferris + Sgt. G.D. Murray RCAF 
F/Sgt. R.G. Brasnett + Sgt. G.FJ. Phalempin RCAF 
Sgt. K.P. Stibbs + Sgt. J.D.F. Melrose 
Sgt. H.Hancocks + Sgt. J. G. Cameron 

Stirling Mk.1 R9356 ft u" Stirling Mk. l R9350 "T" 
Sept. 19/20th. 1942 

V 
Sept. 16117th. 1942 

W/Off.. PJ. McNamara pow W /Off. S.A. Levenson 
✓sgt. G.B. Melton Sgt. J. Holland + 

F/Off. C.J. Whittingham + 
Sgt. R.T J. Collett RCAF + 
Sgt. C. J. Hanna RAAP + 
F/Sgt. W.M. Thompson RCAF pow 
F/Off. G.W. Findlay RCAF pow 

Stirling Mk.1 R9166 • H" 
Sept. 13114th. 1942 

+✓ F/Sgt. RJ. Cartmell RCAF 
Sgt. R. Dicks + ✓ 
P/Off. P. Fussey pow 
F.Sgt. J.G.Spouler RCAF + 
P/Off. H.E. Orr RCAF + 
Sgt. RF. Reynolds + 
Sgt. S. Watson + 

Stirling Mk.1 R9355 II Oft 
Sept. 8/9th. 1942 

P/Off. C.D. Ince ok 
P/Off. CJ.Whittingham ok 
Sgt. F.C. Fray ok 
P/Off. RS. Pearch ok 
Sgt. WJ. Demster RCAF ok 
P/Off. A.F. Arnold ok 
Sgt. W. Johnson-Biggs ok 

NOTE : Hit by flak which caused the port 
inner engine to fall from it's mounting. 
The aircraft made an emergency landing at 
Manston, Kent when the Stirling was wrecked. 

✓F/Sgt. S.S. Newcombe 
✓sgt. W. J. Davies 
✓ Sgt. L.C. Tillin 
J. Sgt. G.A. Barrow 
,JSgt. R.J. Cox 

Stirling Mk.1 BF337 "B ft 

Sept. 4/5th. 1942 
F/Lt. J.G. Smith DFC , RCAF 
Sgt. E. Meredith 
P/Off. D.N. Osborne 
Sgt. W.B.Watt 
Sgt. I.M.R Stewa1t 
Sgt. G. Davison 
P/Off. A. McCarthy RNZAF 

Stirling Mk.1 R9155 "Q ft 

Aug. 27128th. 1942 
F/Off. A.R. Skone 
Sgt. J . King 
P/Off. R.H.Dunckley RNZAF 
Sgt. W. J. Bushell 
Sgt. C. Lyle 
F/Sgt. R.A. Coleham 
Sgt. R.R. Gray RCAF 

Bill Johnson-Biggs, the rear gunner , is one of 
oor oldest members ( 93 ) and a regular attender 
at Reunions. He went on to fly many more ops 
and ended the war as a Flt. Lt. and bolder of the DFC. 
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These aircraft and crew listings have been taken from Bill Chorley's Bomber Command 
Losses for 1942 and 1943. ( With Bill's permission ) 

Peter M. Walker 

---To be continued in the next Nightjar ------------
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l SERGEA~TS' MESS ~ 
R.A.F. Stat~on. Strad~shall l 

l • ! 
C:bri~tmas IDa)?, 1943 

Roast Turkey 
and 

Stuffing 

DINNER 

Tomato Sauce 
.. ...,.,.._ 

Roast Potato::s 

Bruss~ls Sprouts 

Cauliflower 

Roast Pork 
and 

AppJe Sauce 

Christmas Pudding · Mince Pies 

Brandy Sauce 

~ 

Celery Cheese 
Biscuits 

{ o~~rt . ~ Appb ! 
.~, ......... .,...,...,.,.,,,..._,......,.""',....,,.....,...._.,.._,'-'"'_,.,_~ ...... ...,...,~..---i. 

ANY COMPlAINTS ? 

Did any of our members partake of this wartime feast ? Jock would like to know . 
Roast Turkey , ( a Norfolk turkey ? Bootiful ). 
Many permanent RAF stations had a pig farm to use up the swill from the various 
messes. Did Stradishall have a pig farm that supplied the (roast) pork? 

Certainly some permanent RAF stations had them into the 1950s of perhaps 
later. I remember that Marham had one in the 1950s, situated in some 
buildings that had previously been part of the old Narborough WWl airfield . 

Peter M. Walker 




