









































" Leave it to me " he said.

At 11.00 hrs. next day Sqn.Ldr. Stevens sent for me, he told me to get a full
medical examination and when that was over to draw a flying hat from stores.

I had been remustered.

On April 13th. 1942 [ returned to Stradishall and flew a few operations on
Wellingtons of 214 Sqn. before they converted to Stirtings. In total I completed

28 operations before being posted to 28 OTU .

After my speli at 28 OTU 1 went to 97 Sqn. were 1 flew in Lancasters , completing
another 14 operations.

During my time on Stirlings at Stradishall our losses were very heavy. We lived
off the station in a large Estate House called Branches Park, I called it a Hotel
because no one lived long enough to become well known.

I can remember two pilots I flew with; Sqn.Ldr. Carr and P/Off. Ince. I believe
that they both got the chop.

Secretary’s note. Johnnie Johnson-Biggs was until 2005 a regular attender
at Reunions. He is now 95 and not enjoying the best of health. I telephoned
him on January 2nd. to find out how he was and to wish him a Happy New
Year. He sents his regards to all those who know him.

The next two pages are extracts from (a) 214 Sgn. Operational Records for

part of August 1944. (produced by a member lan Hunt from records held in

the National Archives at Kew .)

Of interest is the visit, on 20th., of Lord Trenchard to Ouiton and on the 26th.,
a change of CO. The pilot listed as M.Hill 1s an error in the Squadron records, it
should be F/O N.L.Hill who 1s a member of the Association.

(b) This copy of the Return of Operational Aircrew for August 31st. 1944

was sent to me by George Mackie. Names of some of our WW11 members
are on this and the previous list as are past members no longer living.

The numbers after the names are operations fiown on Stirlings and Fortresses
on 214 Sqn., those in brackets being previous ops on other squadrons / units.
A half op refers to one considered "easy", probably "spoof" Window or
Mandrel raids over the North Sea?

Note : On the Sgn. Ops. Records one Fortress is, on Aug. 25th., listed

as Failed to return. (W/O Lee’s aircraft). Four of the crew were kilied and

six were taken PoW | including the pilot.

One of the air gunners , F/ Sgt. A.C.(Clive)} Smith was an Association member
until he died in April 2003. His wife, Alys , has continued as a member and
came to last years Reunion in Norwich.

When Clive was a PoW at a Stalag Luft in Germany one off the prison staff
was Max Schmelling who had briefly been world heavyweight boxing champion
before the war. He seemed to have been an amiable character and even signed
a small book that Clive had.




Pate Alc Pilot
16:08/1944 BU-G HB774 FL  IL Gilbert
16:08/1944 BU-R  HB765 F/L  CC Puterbough RCAF
16:08°1944 BU-T HB763 F/L PRS Filleu!
161081944 BU-B  14B788 F/IO  TA Lawson
1608/1944 BU-J  HB787 FIO JMS Jackson
16 08/1944 BU-D SR378 W/O JW Archibald
160871944 BU-F  SR383 F/O  JR Corke

17 08 1944 BU-D SR378 /O TJ Bayliss

17 08771944 BU-F  SR383 F/O JTE Morrison RAAF

1708194 BU-B HB788 W/O JW Archibald

17 081944 BU-C HB780 F/O  JR Corke

17:08.1944 BU-G HB774 FIO GL Wright

17 081944 BU-]  HB787 FIO M Hill

17 0% 1944 BU-M  SR377 FAL DM Peden RCAF

17:0871044 BU-R  HB765 FL CE Lye RNZAF

17 0% 1944 BU-T HB763 F/IO GA Mackie

17 08.1944 e No serial F/O N Rix

17 081944 o & Noserial F/O JA Lawson
18 08/1944 BU-]  HB787 FIO JMS Jackson
18:08/1944 BU-R HB765 F/IO  TJ Bayliss
18/08/1944 BU-T HB763 F/IO GA Mackie
18:08/1944 BU-B  HB788 FL  JJ Bray
1R 08/1944 BU-C  HB780 FL VL Scantlston RAAF
18:08/1944 BU-G HB774 F/O GL Wright
18 08/1944 BU-D SR378 F/O JE Morrison RAAF
12.08/1944 BU-F  SR383 F/O M Hill

203/1944 - Vigit by Lord Trenchard to Oulton,
25/08/1944 BU-B HB788 FL  JJ Bray
251871944 BU-R  HB765 FL CE Lye RNZAF
25/08/1944 BUST 1ImTeR LWIC IR Lee
25/08/1944 BU-D SR378 F/O HE Rawlin
35/08/1944 BU-F  SR383 FIL VL Scantleton RAAF
25,08/1944 BU-C HR780 W/O JW Archibald

25/08/1944 BU-J  HB787 F/IO GL Wright

25°08/1944 BU-M  SR377 F/O TJ Bayliss

25/08/1944 BU-Q HB772 F/O M Hill

25/08/1944 BU-S  SR380 F/AL DM Peden RCAF
*6/8/1944 - W/C D.D. Rogers (ex- 218 Sqn) tock over from W/C D.J. McGlinn

26.08/1944 BU-C HB780 F/O GL Wright

26/08/1944 BU-R  HB765 F/O HE Rawlin

fan Hunt. 29 at TW17 OIR

Kiel
Kiel
Kiel
Stettin
Steltin

North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
North Sea - Spoof Raid
Bremen

Bremen

Breimen
Sterkrade
Sterkrade

Sterkrade

Lo
Russelsheim
Russelsheim

Russelsheim

Spoof Raid
Spoof Raid
Spoof Raid
Spoof Raid
Spoof Raid

Konigsberg (now in Lithuania)
Konigsberg (now in Lithuania)

Raid by

(348 w/c)
(348 a/c)
(348 a/c)
(461 a/c)
(461 a/c)

(288 a’c)
(288 a/c)

(288 a/c)
(234 (mainly 4
Gp) a’c)
(234 (niainly 4
Gp) a'c)

(234 (ndainly 4
Gp) a/c)

1,3,6&8Gps

1.3.6 & 8 Gps

1,3.6 &8 Gps

5 Group

5 Group

—on

Docks area
Docks area
Docks drea

Port & industrial areas
Port & industrial areas

Synthetic-Oil Plant

Synthetic-Oil Plant

Synthetic-Oil Plant

Opel Motor Factory
Opel Motor Factory

Opel Motor Factory

Port & town
Port & town

Jamming Type

Jostle
Jostle
Jostle
Jostle
Jostle
Mandrel
Mandrel
Mandrel
Mandrel
Window
Window
Window
Window
Window
Window
Window
Window
Window
Jostle
Jostle

Jostle
Jostle

Jostle
Jostle

Mandrel
Mandrel

Jostle
Jostle
Jostle

Mandrel
Mandrel
Window
Window
Window
Window
Window

Jostle
Jostle

Notes
(ORB says a/c "G"/ HB744)

(Crew plus F/L Miller, DFC RCAF).
Saw e/a. (A/creplaced HB765 as "BU-B").
Saw e/a.

Jostle w/s. Contact with Fw 190 on way horne. SWG fired. E/a
turned away. No hits seen. :

(Crew plus F/L P R S Filleul).

Aborted op. at enemy coast with No.2 engine u/s (oil Iéak).
Shortly after. foltowed by an e/a (Me 410 ?). Exchanged fire but
no results observed.

(ORB says a/c "C" / HB789)

Aborted op. due to turbo trouble.

Jostle became w/s.
Equipment became u/s.

Failed to return. No details of loss. but 4 killed and rerhaining 6
(incl W/O Lee) taken PoW.

(ORB says a/c "Q"/ HB722)
(ORB says a/c "Y" / SR380).

Diverted to Honiley on retum, low cloud at base.
Diverted to Honiley on retum, low cloud at base.
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Their name liveth

for evermore

Op de Gemeentebegraafplaats Vriezen-
veen vinden we een zestal oorlogsgraven
van geallieerde soldaten. Zij vormden de
bemanning van een Wellington Mark lc,
die op26 maart 942 om 23.53 uur neer-
stortte in het westelijke deel van het zo-
genaamde Veenschap. Uit de bestaande
gegevens weten we, dat deze Vickers
Wellington bommenwerper met zes be-
manningsleden aan boord die avond was
opgestegen van de RoyalAir Force lucht-
machtbasis Stradishall in de graafschap
Suffolk. Hier was het 214 Squadron ge-
stationeerd,dat in hoofdzaak bestond uit
Wellingtons en Stirlings. Het embleem
van het 214 Squadron toonteen Nightjar
(nachtzwaluw) met als wapenspreuk
“Ultor in umbris”.

Het was één van de toestellen, die in die
nacht op weg terug waren na een bom-
bardement van de Krupp-fabrieken in
Essen in Duitsland. Samen met honder-
denvierWellingtons en een elftal Stirlings
waren ze om 20.03 uur plaatselijke tijd
die avond vertrokken van het Engelse
vliegveld om hun missie uit te voeren.

gevangen «= 7 s=ooomE= Ton T e
nacht was ge scac Essems s==moes 2on
de Engelsen. De s e wer e
stel Wellinguon Mark = T TG U
- bestond uit drie ~o=—=les = e
Engelse miliairen. Ce mioot gemmseae

der van het toeste was. Sor ofcer
EW.C. Creed, en de andere —wee
Australische militairen sergeant «vzm="
Irvine Christsen en sergeant WNV' 5
Norton. De drie Engelse bemanningsie-
den waren:Sergeant ).R. Payne, sergean:
A.FM.Emms en captain A.P. Mair; een ka-
pitein van de Royal Artillery, die gedeta-
cheerd was bij het 2 I 4e squadron R.AF.
in Stradishall.
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THEIR NAME LIVETH FOR EVERMORE

In the Parish Cemetery of Vriezenveen we find 6 wargraves of allied soldiers. They
formed the crew of a Wellington Mark Ic, which came down on 26 March 1942 at 23.53
hours in the mentioned county. From the existing data we know, that these Vickers
Wellington bombers, with a crew of 6 onboard, had taken off that evening from the Royal
Air Force base Stradishall in the county of Suffolk. It was here, that the 214 Squadron
was stationed and which squadron primarily existed of Wellingtons and Stirlings. The
emblem of the 214 Squadron shows a Nightjar with the device ‘Ultor in umbris’.

It was one of these machines, who in that night were heading back after a bombing attack
on the Krupp-factories in Essen, Germany. Together with 104 Wellingtons and eleven
Stirlings they left at 20.03 hours local time that evening from the English base to carry
out their mission.

In that night the RAF lost 10 Wellingtons and one Stirling. Six planes crashed in the
Netherlands and from the 61 crew members of these machines just one soldier was taken
prisoner. The night before, the town of Essen had already been bombarded by the
English. The crew of the Wellington Mark 1cNo.Z 1143 BU - consisted of 3 Australians
and 3 English soldiers. The pilot/captain of the machine was E.W.C. Creed and the other
two, Australian Military sergeant Walter Irvine Christsen and Sergeant W.W.R.. Norton.
The 3 English crew were :Sergeant J.R.Payne, sergeant A.F.M. Emms and Captain
A.P.Mair, a captain of the Royal Artillery, detached to the 214e squadron R.A.F.
Stradishall.

The 6 men crew of the Wellington were the first allied military, who lost their lives on
Vrienzenveen ground. On 28 March 1942 the funeral of the crew took place at the
cemetary of Vriezenveen with Military honour. On the grave was placed a wooden cross
with the wrong text : ‘Hie ruhen 6 unbekannte Englische Flieger. Gefallen 27-3-1942".
‘Here rest 6 unknown English flyers.Fallen 27-3-1942°.

After the liberation and by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission the right name
on the white stone was put on each grave. All six graves were adopted by the people of
the parish. In memory of that fatal nightly crash, the air-tachometer of the unfortunate
Wellington Mark Ic., was placed on the joint Memorial. Also later, their names were
recorded on the war monument of Vriezenveen. In this way the memory of the war years
in Vriezenveen remains, and in which many allied soldiers lost their lives at an early age.
An event never to be forgotten. ‘Their name liveth for evermore’.

This is the English translation of the item on the previous page, which is one

of three pages from the Historical Society Magarine "Waver *t Vjenne" of the
Dutch village of Vriezenveen. .

In early 2005 Jock and I were able to suppy some information to the editor of
this magazine who eventually sent us each a copy with the item about a 214 Sqn.
Wellington Mk.1c 21143 that came down in the village on March 26th. 1942,
illing all the six crew . Note that the rear gunner was a Captain in the Royval
Artillery, not uncommon at this stage of the war.




A beautiful shot of Valiant BK1 XD870 of 214 Sqn. RAF Marham.
Flown by Sgn.Ldr. John Slessor. Early (dry) refuelling triais, April 1st. 1958.
Photo sent by Gp.Cpt. J.A.G.Slessor , February 2005.




ROLE OF HONOUR

January 1941 to November 1939
This is the last in the Roll of Honour lists for 214 Sqn. This series commenced
in the Spring 2003 edition of the Nightjar. As in previous lists ] have worked
backwards to the beginning of the war in September 1939.

Wellington Mk. 1c 12956
Jan. 8th. 1941

P/O T.E.Timmins +
P/O C.N.Walker +
Sgt. P.R.Peart +
Sgt. A.S. Roberts +
Sgt. R.Cain +
Sgt. W.E.Griswold +

During an air test, iced up and
crashed at Gt.Wratting, Suffoll.

Wellington Mk.1c R3209
Dec. 7/8th. 1940

F/Lt. W.A Harris +

Sgt. ALA.Wooding #

Sgt. W.D.Ingrams +

Sgt. A.C.Ashman +
+
+

Sgt. R.F.Stacey
Sgt. P.J.White

Wellington Mk.1c T2471 &
Nov. 23/24th. 1940

Sgt. N.C.Chester +
P/O E.R.M.Pears +
Sgt. H.W. Brook +
Sgt. A.E.Taylor =+

+

+

Sgt. R.C.Bishop
Sgt. A.-Hyam

Wellington Mk.ic L7840
Oct. 11th. 1940

P/O CW.AH. Rafter

Sgt. G.W.Hunt RNZAF

Sgt. R.S.Eastment

Sgt. C.Hellewell

Sgt. R.APowrie inj

Sgt. D.J.Capel inj

Swung on t/o, crashed into hanger

+
+
+
+

Wellington Mk. 1c L7849
Dec. 27/28th. 1940

/PIO 1A, Temperley / rscd.
//Sgt. E.B.D. Jenkins ¢ +
/Sgt. J.F. Huxtable .+
/Sgt. Alleway x. rscd
/' Sgt. A.W.Hodgson X
/Sgt. Vaughan-Davies + rscd

F

Came down in the sea off the
Norfolk coast. Three crew rescued
by a coast guard vessel.

Wellington Mk. 1c R2476
Dec.7/8th. 1940

N

F/O D.A.Dadswell + V
Sgt. F.T.Buckingham +
Sgt. C.D.Powrie + 1/
Sgt. W.H.James +
Sgt. J.C.Macaskie + , &
Sgt. E.C.Lee +V/

Weliington Mk.1c T2470
Nov. 5/6th. 1940

Sgt. G.E.Turner

Sgt. Wormwold

Sgt. McCulloch

Sgt. Sansum

Sgt. A.W.Hay

Sgt. E.Kenny

Crashed near Stradishall

+ 4+ + 4+ +

_|_

Wellington Mk.ic 1.7843

Sept. 27/28th. 1940
Sgt. J.R.Hall - +
P/O J. Rea +
Sgt. A.C.Peck v 7
Sgt. H.E.Sambrook v/ +
Sgt. T.F.Williams + pow
Sgt. K.S.Thompson ¥ pOw
The records for Sgt. Peck are not
clear of what happened to him.

continued




ROLL OF HONOUR (continued)

Wellington Mk. 1c T2559 Wellington Mk.1a N2993
Aug. 30/31st. 1940 June 6th. 1940

F/O LM.Craigie-Halkett + F/O J.F Nicholson +

P/O W.B.S. Cunnynghame + Sgt. B.Raper ke

Sgt. G.H.Bainbridge + Crashed near Ely after the pilot

Sgt. S.J.Haldane + was blinded by searchlights.

Sgt. A.B.Pozey =

Sgt. G.E.Merryweather =1

Wellington Mk.1 R2699 Wellington Mk.1 14345
Dec. 14th. 1939 Nov. 6th. 1939

P/O W.L. Comer 5 P/O J. Lingwood +

P/O R.A. Russell-Forbes + AC1 A. Matthews -+

The following aircraft crashed on t/off at Stradishall but
thankfully none of the crew lost their lives.

As the aircraft lifted off the port engine failed, it hit the
runway and burst into flames.

Padre Harrison, who was nearby, and despite the risk of
explosion, went into the aircraft and helped to rescue the
crew . For his gallantry he was awarded the George Medal.
Sgt. "Jinx" Elelman , the rear gunner, survived the war but
died some years ago.

His widow, Mrs. H.Elelman was an early member of 214 Sqn. Assn.
and remains as a member.

Wellington Mk.1c T2841 BU-K
Jan. 29th. 1941

Sgt. J. Smiles

Sgt. J.R.Turner

Sgt. Turner

Sgt. Foster

Sgt. Rothorn

Sgt. M. "Jinx" Elelman

—

All the Roll of Honour lists in this and previous Nightjars have been taken
from W.R.Chorley’s excellent work , Bomber Command Losses in the Second
World War, volumes 1 to 6. Two further volumes have since been published,
vol. 7 the OTUs and vol. 8 the HCUs. A further work is in the pipeline.

The word Losses in the title refers to the aircraft and not the crew members.
If an aircraft was repaired and went back into service that aircraft does not
appear in these volumes, even if some or all crew members lost their lives.
This has caused some confusion among former aircrew , who having looked
for their aircraft have asked why some of their comrades who died are not
included.

Despite this, the volumes are an essential work of reference for anyone interested
in researching the wartime operations of RAF Bomber Command.

From the outset Bill Chorley and tie publishers, Midland Publishing, gave
214 Sgn. Assn. their permission tc quote from the information conrtained in

these volumes and for that we offer them our thanks. Poter Mulalkos

T ity pevmms SXRENEH



MILITARY WEB SIGHTS

For all of you who have access to the World Wide Web (www) I thought
the following may be of interest, I hope you enjoy your travels, Shaun

http://214squadron.atspace.com/default. htm
www.rafweb.org
www.rafweb.org/index. htm
www.rafweb.org/menu. htm
www.rafinfo.org.uk

www.rafinfo.org. uk/airsearch
www.rafnews.co.uk
www.raf.mod.uk/rathome . html
www.raf.mod.uk/rafcoltishall

www.raf. mod.uk/bombercommand
www.raf. mod. uk/history/sources.html#archives
www.mod.uk/contacts/rafrecords.htm
www.rafmuseum.org.uk
www.rafmuseum.org. uk/mainHendon. cfim
www.rafcommands.com

www.rafa.org. uk

www.rafa.org. uk/homepage.asp
www.stirling box.nl/home.htm
www.associations.rafinfo.org.uk
www.british forces.com
http://british-forces.com
www.armedforces.co.uk/rafindex. htm
www.bomber-command. info/sitemap.htm
(Bob Balter’s Bomber Command)
www.hellzapoppin.demon.co.uk

(Bomber Commands Historical Society)
www.stable.demon.co.uk

(The Air War)
www.homepages.mcb.net/bones/06airfields/uk/uke06.htm
(UK Airfields — England East)
http:/fly-to/AirNet

(Howard Curtis” Web Site) (Very good site)
http://freespace.virgin. net/anne. welch

(War time airfields as they are today).
www.forcesreunited. org. uk
www.martin-baker.co.uk






